Donna Redstone

From: Cyndie Martel

Sent: Tuesday, November 07, 2023 12:05 PM

To: Christa Johnson - Town Manager; Roberta Feliciano

Cc: Cyndie Martel; Donna Redstone

Subject: FW: 2 Crest Agenda Item - Nov. 9 Town Council Meeting

Attachments: 2CREST.PROPOSEDWENCROACHMENT [1].pdf; 2CREST.encroachment[1][2].pdf;

2CRESToriginal plantings[1].png; 2CRESTexistPLANTS[1].png

I noticed you were not copied. We will get this comment uploaded onto the website. Should the attachments be
included??

From: Alison Pickart <Alison@alisonpickart.com>

Sent: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 10:59 AM

To: Cyndie Martel <cmartel@townofross.org>

Cc: Elizabeth Brekhus <elizabethb@brekhus.com>; Julie McMillan <juliemcmillan@comecast.net>; Elizabeth Robbins
<eliz.robbins@gmail.com>; Alex Lopez-Vega <alopez-vega@townofross.org>; Beach.kuhl@sedwicklaw.com:; Bill Kircher
<cwkmisc@gmail.com>; Ken Pickart <Ken@ap-build.com>

Subject: 2 Crest Agenda Item - Nov. 9 Town Council Meeting

Dear Town Council Members,
With regards to the proposed project at 2 Crest Road, as their direct neighbor across the street, we have
comment.

We have issues with the location of their pool and the removal of three designated parking spaces.

1. Location of pool. We understand that the proposed landscape is formatted in a way that extends out
(on center) from a living space in their home. This is lovely, no doubt, but with ample OTHER areas in
which the pool could exist WITHIN the setback, it seems odd that an exception would be made here.
Having been through this process on a number of occasions, | can appreciate how frustrating it is to have
the Town interfere with an intended design... For example, when we were building our home at 33
Wellington, we had sited our pool in the center of our back yard, WITHIN setbacks, on center to our
living room doors... that would have been lovely. Out of concern for the Live Oak trees in the yard (and
despite our Arborists sign off), the Town asked us if we would consider pushing the pool away from the
trees. In doing so, our pool would be located out of setback, but everyone could ‘feel good’ about
keeping it away from the tree... what we lost was our beautiful ‘intended’ design.... which was
frustrating, but in the end, t was a concession we were amenable to make for the sake of the character of
the Town... and it all worked out to look lovely anyway.

The proposed pool at 2 Crest could fit on their lot within their setback (which | would argue is not sub-
par, given the size of neighboring properties in Winship) if turned 90 degrees. This would allow for the
hardscape to be moved away from the lot line and brought into conformance.

Their illustration showing the other pools in the neighborhood seems to only reinforce the fact that the
properties that have pools, have those pools well within the setbacks of those properties. Worth noting
that in this illustration, more properties up on the hill do NOT have pools than do, so it is hard to see how
this would be something that would compel an argument for the ‘need’ of a pool up on the hill. Again, a
pool is a fun luxury... we want them to have one on their property, we would just like to see them
conforming with the setbacks at this property line.

2. Designated Parking Spaces. The location of the new pool and hardscape is proposed in the location
where they currently park 2-3 cars every day. We are worried that their plan is to claim additional
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ownership of the ‘Right of Way’, parallel to their proposed new fence, in doing this. The residents of 2
Crest have demonstrated a lack of understanding of their property boundary and have planted
significant amounts of screening vegetation in a planter bed which exists in the Right of Way. This planter
has created constriction of the Baywood Ave roadway between the two properties and makes parking
already challenging. (please see attachments).

We also fear that if this designated parking area is taken away, and they relocate their cars to the
roadway parallel to the proposed new fence, our ability to get in and out of our garage (which was built
to satisfy the parking requirements at 70 Baywood) will be significantly limited. If the pool was turned,
the residents of 2 Crest could build a fence that jogs into their lot that would still allow designated
parking on their property, parallel to the fence.

IF this new fence does get approved, in the location they have proposed, the residents of 2 Crest need to
understand that the parking parallel to this new fence is NOT a part of their property, and NOT solely
designated for their use.

Our compromise would be that if they are proposing a 6’ high fence at the property line, then there is no
longer need for the screening vegetation in the planter in the right of way on Baywood Ave. We could
possibly see our way to supporting this proposal IF they remove that planter bed in the Right of
Way, so adequate passing distance, with parking, can be achieved between the two houses, on
Baywood Avenve.

As always, if the residents of 2 Crest, or their Design professionals, would like to reach out to us to have a
conversation about a compromise or solution, we a are more than amenable.

Alison and Ken Pickart

Attached:

1. Proposal with Existing and proposed area of encroachment into the Right of Way highlighted

2. Arial photo with the proposed new fence line and plonting illustrated relative to where the 70 Baywood
garage entry is. This should further explain our concern of egress in and out of our garage, if their
intention is to claim the roadway for the three vehicles regularly parked in their designated spots
Photo of vegetation at planter in the Right of Way at time of house construction completion
Existing photo of landscaping and screening added in the Planter outside of their property line.

ol

Alison Pickart
alison pickort

10 Bank Street

San Anselmo, CA 94960
alison@alisonpickart.com
www.alisonpickart.com
Phone: 415-785-3149

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail, including attachments, may include confidential and/or proprietary information. This
information is intended only for the use of the individual or individuals or entity even if addressed incorrectly. Any review,
retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other
than the intended recipient is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please immediately contact the sender
and destroy the material in its entirety, whether in electronic or hard copy format. Thank you.
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