
3A. SITES SUITABLE FOR WORKFORCE HOUSING 

What is RHNA?

Town of Ross | Housing Element Update

Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) is the total number of new 
housing units that the Town must plan to accommodate in the upcoming 
cycle, split into four categories representing different levels of affordability, 
based on median income level in the county.

Where does RHNA come from? 
The State determines the estimated need for new housing in each region 
of California for the upcoming cycle, based on population projections and 
other factors including rates of vacancy, overcrowding, and cost-burden. For 
the Bay Area region, the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) then 
allocates a target to each city or town within its jurisdiction, considering 
factors such as access to jobs, good schools, and healthy environmental 
conditions.

Site Suitability
Per State law, sites suitable for lower income RHNA housing need to 
be large enough to support financially feasible projects and free of 
environmental constraints that add to development costs. ADUs -- 
which may be “affordable by design” -- are not subject to these stringent 
requirements and can be built in any residential zone, so long as building 
code requirements are met to ensure safe habitability.
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