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MINUTES 
Meeting of the 

Ross Advisory Design Review Group 
 

Tuesday, August 18, 2020 

 
1. 7:00 p.m. Commencement 
Chair Mark Kruttschnitt called the meeting to order.  Josepha Buckingham and Laura Dewar 
were present.  Mark Fritts and Stephen Sutro was absent at the start of the meeting.  Planning 
and Building Director Patrick Streeter and Planner Matthew Weintraub representing staff were 
present. 
 
2. Open Time for Public Comments 
Antonia Adezio of the Marin Art and Garden Center (MAGC), 30 Sir Francis Drake Boulevard, 
provided an update on the temporary signage project. 
 
3. Old Business 

a. Shouger Residence, 34 Poplar Avenue 
 Applicant:  Imprints Landscape Architecture 
 Owner:  Jeff & Cassie Shouger 

DESCRIPTION: The applicant is requesting Design Review to construct a new pool/spa, 
arbor structure, and outdoor kitchen in the side and rear yards, and a new stone patio 
and fountain in the front yard, of the existing single-family residence.  The proposed 
project also includes: replacing existing fences, patios, walkways, and paving, and 
installing new landscape plantings and artificial turf.   
 

The Chair cancelled the hearing at the applicant’s request. 
 

4. New Business 
a. Sher Residence, 40 Upper Road 
 Applicant:  Hsiaochien Chuang 
 Owner:  Pamela Sher 

DESCRIPTION: The applicant is requesting Design Review to replace the existing 6’-tall 
driveway entry gate and 7’-tall entry columns with a new gate and columns in the 
existing location along Upper Road.  The new entry gate would be 6’-1-½” tall; the new 
columns would retain the existing 7’ height.  The exterior materials would include new 
wood cedar boards and cedar cladding painted brown, and decorative metal hardware 
salvaged from the existing gate.  The new gate would swing inward and would operate 
automatically. 

Video and audio recording of the meeting is available online at the Town’s website at: 
townofross.org/meetings. 

https://www.townofross.org/meetings?field_microsite_tid_1=47
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Planner Weintraub introduced the project.  No written comments were received.  No 
members of the public provided comment. 
 
Mark Fritts joined the meeting. 
 
ADR Group Members discussed the merits of the project including the appropriate opacity 
of a new gate.  ADR Group members expressed that a solid gate was acceptable in this 
location because it would replace an existing similar solid gate, and due to the 
characteristics of the neighborhood. 

 
ADR Group Members unanimously recommended that the proposed design was consistent 
with the Design Review criteria and standards of RMC Section 18.41.100. 

 
5. Communications 

a. Staff 
Director Streeter reported on the Council’s appointment of ADR Group membership; and on 
the status of the proposed redesign of the Town Hall complex. 
 
b. ADR Group Members 

 None. 
 
6. Approval of Minutes 

a. July 21, 2020 
The ADR Group unanimously (3-0-1) approved the July 21, 2020 minutes.  Laura Dewar 
abstained. 

 
7. Election of Officers 

a. Chair 
b. Vice Chair 

The Chair continued the item to the next meeting. 
 
8. Adjournment 
The Chair adjourned the meeting at 7:19 PM. 


