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SPECIAL MEETING of the ROSS TOWN COUNCIL 
INFORMATIONAL COMMUNITY WORKSHOP 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2016 
 
1. 7:00 p.m. Commencement. 
Present: Mayor Pro Tempore Robbins; Council Member P. Beach Kuhl; Council Member P. Rupert 
Russell. (Hoertkorn, Brekhus absent) 
 
2. Posting of agenda. 
Town Clerk Linda Lopez reported that the agenda was posted according to government 
requirements. 
 
3. Measure K – Ross Public Safety Tax information and Question and Answer session.   
Tilda Thompson, Walnut Avenue resident, asked the following questions: 
 
Does everyone have to pay the same amount regardless of parcel size?  
Town Manager Joe Chinn replied yes for all developed parcels.  Vacant and undeveloped parcels are 
not charged. 
 
What is inflation based on each year?   
Joe Chinn replied beginning with fiscal year 2018-19, the maximum amount of the special tax will 
increase by the percentage change with the Consumer Price Index (CPI) in the Bay Area as published 
by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
 
What would happen if the measure does not pass? 
Joe Chinn replied the public safety tax that was approved by the Town residents in 2012 currently 
raises almost $800,000 of the $3. 45 million budgeted for the fire and police department budgets. 
Measure K is critical to maintaining police and fire services for the community.  If Measure K does 
not pass, the Town will have to look at alternative service options for police and fire services to 
significantly reduce costs. This may include contracting with the County Sheriff’s office or a 
neighboring police department such as Central Marin for police services.  For fire services, the 
Town is currently staffed by a two person crew 24/7 from the Ross Fire Station.  Without the 
Measure K funds, there is a possibility that the Ross Fire Station may be closed in which case 
services will need to be provided from neighboring communities.   

Is the tax only earmarked for public safety or can it be used for other services such as landscaping?   
Joe Chinn stated the tax proceeds are earmarked only for public safety services such as police 
protection and fire department services.  All the money will be placed in a special fund and can only 
be spent on public safety services. Thus, no money can be spent on non-safety items such as 
landscaping and park and recreation services.  
 
4. Adjournment. 
Mayor Pro Tempore Robbins moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:21 p.m.     
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      _______________________________________ 
      Elizabeth Robbins, Mayor Pro Tempore 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 
___________________________________ 
Linda Lopez, Town Clerk 

 


