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Agenda ltem No. 17a. and 17b.

Staff Report
Date: December 8,201,6

Mayor Hoertkorn and Councilmembers

From lnder Khalsa, Assistant Town Attorney
Heidi Scoble, Planning Manager

Subject Ordinances 678 and 679 lnterim and Regular Ordinances Amending Ross

Municipal Code Chapters L8.l-6 and L8.42- Accessory Dwelling Unit (Second Unit)

Recommendation
!. Adopt Urgency Ordinance No. 678 to adopt an urgency ordinance amending Ross Municipal

Code Chapter t8.42 (Second Units) updating Ross's regulations to comply with recent
amendments to State Law regarding Accessory Dwelling Units.

2. Consider introduction and first reading of Ordinance No. 679 to amend Ross Municipal Code

Chapter L8.16 (Single Family Residence (R-L) District) and Chapter 18.42 (Second Units) to
comply with recent amendments to State Law regarding Accessory Dwelling Units.

Background and Discussion
Currently, state law allows cities to adopt an ordinance that imposes certain standards for second

units (now termed "accessory dwelling units" or ADUs) and requires cities to ministerially process

second unit applications based on certain objective criteria. ln late September, Governor Brown
signed Assembly Bll2299 l"AB 2299" ) and Senate Bill 1069 ('SB 1069") amending Government
Code Section 65852.2 to further limit cities' ability to regulate accessory dwelling units effective
January I,2OL7. The new legislation provides that cities must adopt an ordinance that complies
with the new restrictions by January L, 20L7, or be required to approve all accessory dwelling
units that meet certaín very minimal state criteria.

The new legislation further limits the standards that the Town can impose on accessory dwelling
units, and preempts local regulations entirely for certain types of applications. Discussed below
are some of the highlights of the State-mandated changes as well as some areas of discussion the
Council can consider:



New Leg islatio n Hî g hl Í ghts
ln order to comply with the new State legislation, an ADU ordinance must provide for the
following:

Location. Designate areas where ADUs are permitted. This must include any single-family
residential zone. The proposed ordinance allows ADUs on any parcel in a single-family zoning
district (R-1 zoning district) that has a primary residential unit on the parcel.

Minimal Setbacks. New construction ADUs are subject to the Town's setback requirements.
For an ADU converted from an existing garage or accessory building, the Town may not
require any setback (beyond what would be required by local building and fire codes). For an

ADU above a garage, no setback greater than five feet from the side or real property lines

may be required. The proposed ordinance includes the minimum setback requirements for
conversions and ADUs located above a garage.

a

a

o

a

a

a

ADU Parking Requirements. The Town can require a maximum of one parking space per
bedroom. Uncovered, tandem parking on an existing driveway, or parking in setbacks must
be allowed to satisfy the one-space per bedroom requirement unless the city makes specific
findings that it is either not feasible based upon features of the site, or regional
topographical/safety conditions. These standards have been incorporated into the proposed
ordinance.

o No Parkine for Certain ADUs. A city cannot require parking for an ADU that ís

Located within one half-mile of public transit.
Located within an architecturally and historically significant district.
Part of the existing primary residences or an existing access structurê including basement
and garage conversions.
Located within one block of a car share vehicle.
Located within an area where the city requires on-street parking permits but does not
offer the permits to the ADU occupant.

o

O

Re lacement Parkin Where a garage or carport is demolished or converted to an ADU, the
Town may require those parking spaces to be replaced, but the spaces may be uncovered and
may be located another configuration on the site much like the ADU spaces.

a Owner-Occupant and Rental Term. The legislation allows but does not require the Town to
require that a deed restriction be recorded ensuring that the property with the ADU will
remain owner-occupied, and prohibiting rental of the ADU for less than 30 days (vacation

rentals). The proposed ordinance requires a deed restriction to be recorded on approved
ADUs.
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Staff has prepared both an urgency ordinance a4d a regular ordinance amending the Town's
regulations on accessory dwelling units to ensure that the Town may continue to impose
reasonable ministerial standards on ADUs starting on January L,2OL7.

Other Related Code Amendment
As stated previously, the new state legislation allows the conversion of existing garages and
accessory buildings even if the garage is located within a required setback. Although the State
legislation preempts the Town from prohibiting the conversion of existing garages to ADU's, the
Town does have the ability to prohibit the conversion of nonconforming garages. Therefore,
proposed ADU ordinance would amend Section L8.L6.050 of the Ross Municipal Code to include
a provision that states, "Except as provided in Chapter L8.42, private garages located within any
requisite setback are prohibited from being converted to any other use than parking."

Fiscal, resource and timeline impacts
The matter has involved time by the Town Attorney to prepare the ordinances. Enforcement of
the zoning ordinance may incur staff time in the future.

Alternative actions
1. Modify the language of the ordinance
2. Do not adopt the ordinance.

Environmental review (if applicable)
The proposed modification to Chapter 18.42 (Accessory Dwelling Units) is exempt from the
California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA"), pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15282(h)
which exempts the adoption of an ordinance regarding second units in a single-family or multi-
family resídential zone.

Attachments
1. Ordinance No. 678
2. Ordinance No. 679
3. Redline Version of Code Amendments to Section L8.16.050 and Chapte r 18.42 of the Ross

Municipal Code
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ATTACHMENT 1.



TOWN OF ROSS

URGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 678

AN URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF ROSS AMENDING
CHAPTER 18.42 OF THE TOWN OF ROSS MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (SECOND UNITS)
AND MAKING URGENCY FINDINGS

The Town Council of the Town of Ross does ordain as follows:

SECTION 1: Purpose and Urgency Findings. The Town Council finds as follows

(a) Effective January 1,2017, Assembly Bill2299 (*AF 2299") and Senate Bill 1069
("SB 1069") amend Government Code Section65852.2 to limit the types of standards cities may
impose on second units (now termed 'oaccessory dwelling units").

(b) As amended, Government Code Section 65852.2 requires that the Town's
Accessory Dwelling Units ordinance incorporate State-mandated standards for certain types of
accessory dwelling units.

(c) In addition, Government Code Section 65852.2 allows the Town to establish
certain objective standards related to parking, height, setback, lot coverage, landscaping, and
certain architectural requirements, which must be applied ministerially except where a property
owner is seeking an exception to such standards.

(d) In the absence of a State-compliant ordinance on January 1,2017, the Town's
existing second unit standards would be considered null and void pursuant to Government Code
Section 65852.2(a)(4) and the Town would be required to approve any accessory dwelling unit
meeting minimal state criteria.

(e) Therefore, the Town Council finds and determines that the immediate
preservation of the public health, safety and welfare requires that this ordinance be enacted as an
urgency ordinance pursuant to Government Code Section 36937(b) and take effect immediately
upon adoption. If this Ordinance does not become effective immediately, but instead becomes
effective thirty days after its second reading, ambiguity and confusion regarding the applicability
of the Town's second unilaccessory dwelling unit standards could result, with inconsistent and
unfair results for Town residents. Therefore, this Ordinance is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare and its urgency is hereby declared.

SECTION 2: Chapter 18.42 "Second Units" of the Ross Municipal Code is hereby amended to

"Chapter 18.42

read as follows:

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS



Sections:

18.42.010
18.42.020
18.42.030
18.42.035
18.42.045
18.42.0s0
18.42.060
t8.42.062
18.42.065
18.42.070

Purpose.
Definitions.
Applicability.
Accessory Dwelling Unit Permit Required.
Permit Application and Procedures.
Standards for Accessory Dwelling Units.
Design Review of Accessory Dwelling Units.
Exceptions to Standards for Accessory Dwelling Units.
Rent-Restricted Accessory Dwelling Units.
Administration and Enforcement.

18.42.010 Pumose. The purpose of this chapter is to establish a procedure for the
development of new accessory dwelling units that will comply with California Govemment Code
Section 65852.2, ensure safe and healthy living environments, and encourage well-designed legal
accessory dwelling units in all residential neighborhoods as an important way to provide
workforce and special needs housing. One of the purposes of this chapter is to help achieve the
goals and policies of the adopted Housing Element of the Town of Ross General Plan by
encouraging a mix of housing types affordable to all economic segments of the community. It is
the intent of this chapter to expand the availability of accessory dwelling units in the town.

18.42.020 Definitions. For the purposes of this chapter the following words have the
following definitions :

"Accessory dwelling unit" (or "second unit") means an attached or detached
residential dwelling unit which provides complete independent living facilities for one or more
persons. It shall include a kitchen as defined herein, as well as permanent provisions for living,
sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation on the same parcel where the single-family dwelling is
situated. An accessory dwelling unit also includes an efficiency unit as defined in Health and
Safety Code Section 17958.1 and a manufactured home as defined in Health and Safety Code
Section 18007.

"Affordable rent level" means that the accessory dwelling unit household's monthly cost
of rent, plus the cost of electricity, gas, water and sewer service, and garbage collection
(hereinafter "utilities") is 30o/o or less than the upper limit of the annual gross household income,
divided by 12, for a specified income category and household size as last published by the
California Department of Housing and Community Development (hereinafter "HCD"). The
Town shall determine maximum affordable rent levels for rent-restricted accessory dwelling
units following the annual publication of the State Income Limits by HCD. In determining rent
levels, the household size for rent-restricted accessory dwelling units shall be: studio, I person;
one-bedroom, 2 persons; two-bedroom, 3 persons; and, three-bedroom,4 persons. The cost of
utilities for the accessory dwelling unit shall be included in the affordable rent leúel. For rent-
restricted accessory dwelling units where utilities are separately metered and billed, and where
the accessory dwelling unit household is responsible for the costs of that household's use of
utilities, the maximum rent shall be set at 90o/o of the affordable rent level. ooGross household
income" means the total monies eamed or received by all members of a household age 18 and
over, including: wages and all types of compensation, before any payroll deductions; spousal and
child support; social security, retirement, disability, insurance, and other types of periodic
payments; unemployment compensation and other payments in-lieu of earnings; welfare and
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other public assistance; interest, dividends and other payments generated from any real or
personal property; net business income; and, any other type of payment determined to qualify as

income by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and as published in
the HUD's Housing Choice Voucher Program Guidebook. The annual gross household income is
calculated by multiplying the monthly amounts earned or received at the time of certification by
12 and adjusting for anticipated payments and changes in amounts over the next 12 months.

"Household" means those persons who collectively occupy a housing unit. A property
owner's household shall include any child or dependent, as defined in section 152 of the Intemal
Revenue Code, of the property owner who is under the age of l8 or is under the age of 24 and is
a fuIl-time student.

"Household size" means the number of persons in a household.

"Kitchen" shall mean a room or portion thereof containing permanent facilities designed
and used for food preparation, cooking, eating and dish washing. A kitchen shall include all of
the following: a sink with hot and cold running water; a range or stove and oven; at a minimum,
an apartment-sized refrigerator; and built-in dish and utensil storage spaces. A kitchen may also
include any of the following: microwave, convection oven, hot plate or automatic dish washer.

"Nonconforming accessory dwelling unit" means an accessory dwelling unit approved as

an accessory dwelling unit or second unit through the issuance of a conditional use permit or an
accessory dwelling unit that meets the definition of an accessory dwelling unit and was occupied
prior to the adoption of accessory dwelling unit or second unit regulations without a conditional
use permit. The planning director shall determine the status of such units in accordance with the
provisions of this code.

"Primary residential unit" or'þrimary residence" means the dwelling having the largest
floor area located on any one lot or parcel within a single-family residential zoning district. Such
primary residential unit is further def,rned as a building that provides complete, independent
living facilities for one or more persons and permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating,
cooking, and sanitation.

ooRent-restricted accessory dwelling unit" means an accessory dwelling unit that is
approved under a rent-restricted accessory dwelling unit permit. A rent-restricted accessory
dwelling unit shall only be rented to a very low income household at an affordable rent level or
occupied by an owner whose household qualifies as a very low income household.

'oRent" means to enter into an agreement whereby the occupant(s) of the accessory
dwelling unit makes a monetary payment or exchange of goods or services in consideration of
occupancy of the accessory dwelling unit.

'oAccessory dwelling unit affordable rent certification" means documentation and
certification that an accessory dwelling unit is being rented to a very low income household at an
affordable rent level or is exclusively being occupied by an owner whose household qualifies as

a very low income household. Required information for documentation and certification shall
include the rent charged, the utilities included in the monthly rent, the household size of the
accessory dwelling unit, the names and ages of the accessory dwelling unit occupants, and the
gross household income of the accessory dwelling unit household.
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"Single family residential zoning district" means a district listed in this code that allows
one single-family dwelling on a particular lot or parcel, otherwise known as an "R-1" zoning
district.

"Very low income household" means a household with an annual gross household
income of 50Vo or less than the Marin County median annual gross household income for that
household size as last published by HCD.

18.42.030 Applicability. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all
nonconforming accessory dwelling units and to all accessory dwelling units hereinafter approved
or constructed. .

18.42.035 Accessory Dwelling Unit Permit Required. An accessory dwelling unit is
allowed on any parcel in a single-family residential zoning district with a primary unit, subject to
the issuance of an accessory dwelling unit permit. No more than one accessory dwelling unit per
lot or parcel shall be permitted except as provided in Section 18.42.062(a).

18.42.045 Permit Application and Procedures.

(a) Accessory Dwelling Unit Subject to Administrative Review

(1) Application. An owner may apply for an accessory dwelling unit permit by
submitting an application to the town planner on a form provided by the Town. The application
form shall specify the information required from applicants. The town council may establish a
fee for the application.

(2) Decision. The town planner shall consider the application without
discretionary review, public notice, or a hearing. The town planner shall approve the application
if he or she determines that the application meets all of the requirements and standards in
Sectionl8.42.050 and Section 18.42.060. The town planner shall deny the application if he or she
determines that it does not meet all of such requirements. The town planner's decision shall be in
writing and shall state the reasons for approval or denial. The town planner's decision shall
be final.

(b) Accessory Dwelling Unit Subject to Town Council Review.

(1) General. The town council may grant discretionary exceptions to the
development standards regulating the number of accessory dwelling units permitted on a lot or
parcel and accessory dwelling unit height, location, size and floor area as set forth in Sections
18.42.062 and 1 8.42.065.

(2) Application - accessory dwelling unit permit. Where an owner seeks an
exception to the development standards pursuant to Sections 18.42.062, the owner may apply for
an accessory dwelling unit permit by submitting an application to the town planner on a form
provided by the Town. The application form shall specify the information required from
applicants. The town council may establish a fee for the application.

(3) Application - rent-restricted accessory dwelling unit permit. Where an owner
seeks an exception to the floor area requirement as set forth in Section 18.42.050(e), the owner
may apply for a rent-restricted accessory dwelling unit permit by submitting an application to the
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town planner on a form provided by the Town. The application form shall specify the
information required from applicants. The town council may establish a fee for the application.

(4) Hearing. The town council shall hold a public hearing on the application.

(5) Decision. The town council shall approve or deny the application in
accordance with the provisions of Section 18.42.062 or Section 18.42.065. The town council
shall make its determination on the individual merit of each application without following or
establishing precedent. The town council shall not approve an application unless it makes
specific findings of fact as provided in Section 18.42.062 or Section 18.42.065.

18.42.050 Standards for accessory dwelling units

(a) Parking. One parking space shall be provided for each bedroom provided by the
accessory dwelling unit in addition to those required for the primary unit.

(1) The location of the required parking space(s) shall not obstruct the parking of
the primary unit. The required parking space(s) may be in tandem and within the setback areas

but shall be screened from public view.

(2) When a garage, carport, or covered parking structure is demolished in
conjunction with the construction of an accessory dwelling unit, the off-street parking spaces

shall be replaced. The replacement parking spaces may be located in another configuration on
the same lot as the accessory dwelling unit and may be covered, uncovered, or tandem spaces.

(b) Off-street parking is not required for an accessory dwelling unit in any of the following
instances:

(1) The accessory dwelling unit is located within one-half mile of public transit.

(2) The accessory dwelling unit is located within a historic district.

(3) The accessory dwelling unit is part of the existing primary unit or an existing
accessory structure; provided that where an existing garage is converted into an accessory
dwelling unit, the conversion shall not eliminate any required off-street parking for the primary
unit.

(4) When off-street parking permits are required but not offered to the occupant
of the accessory dwelling unit.

(5) When there is a dedicated parking space for a car share vehicle located within
one block of the accessory dwelling unit.

(c) Height and Location. Accessory dwelling units may be within the primary living unit or
within a separate building upon the same lot as the primary living unit.
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(1) If within the primary living unit, the accessory dwelling unit may be located
in any habitable area. If added to the existing primary living unit, the location of the accessory
dwelling unit shall not create an additional story above the first floor.

(2) Accessory dwelling units newly constructed as such or added to an accessory
building shall be limited to a single story with a maximum building height of eighteen feet at any
point when measured from either existing or finished grade; when an accessory dwelling unit is
located above a garage, the structure shall not exceed 25 feet.

(d) Setbacks. The setback requirements enumerated under Chapters 18.16, 18.32 and 18.39
of this code shall apply to accessory dwelling units except in the following cases:

(1) No setback shall be required for an existing garage or accessory/detached
building that is converted to an accessory dwelling unit provided it meets fire and building code
requirements.

(2) An accessory dwelling unit constructed above a garage shall have a minimum
setback of five feet.

(e) Lot Coverage. The lot coverage requirements enumerated under Chapters 18.16 and
18.32 of this code shall apply to accessory dwelling units. Accessory dwelling units shall only
be permitted on lots exceeding 5,000 square feet.

(Ð Floor Area. The floor area ratio requirements enumerated under Chapters 18.16, 18.32
and 18.39 of this code shall apply to accessory dwelling units, except that floor area shall not be
a basis for denying an application to create an accessory dwelling unit within the primary unit or
to convert an existing accessory structure into an accessory dwelling unit, provided that the
accessory dwelling unit has independent exterior access. Once constructed, the accessory
dwelling unit shall count as floor area pursuant to Chapter 18.12.

(g) Maximum Size. Accessory dwelling units shall not exceed one thousand square feet in
floor area, excluding any covered parking area.

(h) Residence and Rental Requirements. A deed restriction shall be recorded prior to
occupancy of the accessory dwelling unit that provides for the following:

(1) The property shall remain owner-occupied, with the owner occupying either
the primary unit or the accessory dwelling unit.

(2) The accessory dwelling unit may be rented, but it may not be sold separately
from the primary residence.

(3) The accessory dwelling unit shall not be rented for less than 30 consecutive
days.

(h) Health and Safety

(1) Accessory dwelling units must, at a minimum, adhere to the fire safety
standards in the Building and Fire Code for residential structures and use measures such as fire
preventative site design, landscaping and building materials, and other required fire suppression
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techniques as determined by the director of public safety. Accessory dwelling units shall not be
required to provide fire sprinklers if they are not required for the primary residence.

(2) Accessory drvelling units proposed to be developed in areas of geologic
hazard must not be endangered by, nor contribute to, hazardous conditions on the site or on
adjoining properties.

(3) If the accessory dwelling unit proposed to be developed is in a Special Flood
Hazard Area identified on the town Flood Insurance Rate Map andlor in an area known for
flooding, the finished floor level of the improvements shall be above the base flood elevation.

(i) Building Permits and Codes. In addition to the provisions herein, accessory
dwelling unit construction shall be subject to all applicable provisions and requirements of Title
l5 of this code.

18.42.060 Design standards for accessory dwelling units.

(a) Preservation of Existing Site Conditions. All areas disturbed by construction of a
accessory dwelling unit must be hnished to a natural appearing configuration and planted or
seeded to prevent erosion.

(b) Relationship Between Structure and Site. All new accessory dwelling units
constructed on sloping land shall be designed to relate to the natural land forms and step with the
slope in order to minimize building mass, bulk, and height and to better integrate the structure
with the site.

(c) Materials and Colors. Accessory dwelling unit construction shall be of the same
exterior materials, color, and style as that of the primary living unit including roof, eaves,
windows, and doors.

(d) Exterior Lighting. Any lighting installed as part of a second residential unit
project shall be shielded and directed downward. Lighting shall be low wattage and
incandescent.

(e) Natural Environment. All secondary unit construction shall be subject to the tree
protection provisions and regulations included in Chapter 12.24 of this code.

(Ð Landscaping. Landscaping shall include such plantings as necessary to screen the
appearance of structures as seen from off-site locations and to screen architectural and
mechanical elements such as foundations, retaining walls, condensers, and transforrners.

(g) Visual Focus. Where visibility exists from adjacent roadways, no accessory
dwelling unit shall be located between the adjacent roadway and the primary living unit.

18.42.062 Exceptions to standards for accessory dwelling units. At its discretion, the
town council may grant exceptions to the number of accessory dwelling units permitted on a lot
or parcel as set forth in Section 18.42.035, the development standards regulating accessory
dwelling unit height and location as set forth in Section 18.42.050(b), and accessory dwelling
unit size as set forth in Section 18.42.050(Ð.
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(a) Exception to Number of Accessory Dwelling Units. The town council may grant
an exception to the number of accessory dwelling units permitted on a lot or parcel to permit two
accessory dwelling units on a parcel or lot, provided the parcel or lot is at least one acre in size.

(b) Exception to Height. The town council may grant an accessory dwelling unit
height increase to two stories with a maximum building height of thirty feet at any point when
measured from either existing or f,rnished grade, whichever is lower.

(c) Exception to Location. The town council may grant an exception to the location
standard to allow a newly constructed accessory dwelling unit above an existing first floor.

(d) Exception to Size. The town council may grant an accessory dwelling unit size
increase to 1,200 square feet.

(e) The town council may grant an exception enumerated above if the exception
complies with the design review criteria and standards of Section 18.41.100 and the town council
makes the following findings:

(1) The exception will not create a significant adverse impact on any
adjacent property, the surrounding neighborhood, or the general public good.

(2) The lot and the arrangement of existing and proposed physical
improvements on the lot can accommodate the exception without adversely affecting the views,
privacy, or access to light and air of neighboring properties.

(3) Any modifications to site drainage shall be designed by a licensed
engineer and shall result in no net increase to the rate or volume of peak runoff from the site
compared to pre-project conditions. Any new mechanical pumps or equipment shall not create
noise that is audible off site.

(a) The fire chief has confirmed that there is adequate water supply for
firefighting purposes for the site, or that the project includes measures to provide adequate water
supply for firefighting purposes.

18.42.065 Rent-restricted accessory dwelling units. At its discretion, the town council
may grant an exception to the floor area requirement as set forth in Section 18.42.050(fl if the
owner agrees to occupy or rent a newly constructed accessory dwelling unit as a rent-restricted
accessory dwelling unit, if the accessory dwelling unit is not located on a hillside aÍea as defined
in Section 18.39.020(a), and if the town council makes specific hndings of fact as set forth in
this section.

(a) Exception to Floor Area. The town council may grant a floor area bonus of up to
500 square feet if the newly constructed accessory dwelling unit is to be rent-restricted for a very
low income household. Any floor area exception shall only apply to the area of a new accessory
dwelling unit and shall not be granted to allow an addition to the primary residence or traded off
for an addition to the primary residence in the future.

(b) The town council may grant a floor area exception if the exception complies with
the design review criteria and standards of Section I 8.41 . I 00 and the town council makes the
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following findings:

(1) The exception will not create a significant adverse impact on any
adjacent property, the surrounding neighborhood, or the general public good.

(2) The lot and the arrangement of existing and proposed physical
improvements on the lot can accommodate the exception without adversely affecting the views,
privacy, or access to light and air of neighboring properties.

(3) AnV modifications to site drainage shall be designed by a licensed
engineer and shall result in no net increase to the rate or volume of peak runoff from the site
compared to pre-project conditions. Any new mechanical pumps or equipment shall not create
noise that is audible off site.

(a) The fire chief has confirmed that there is adequate water supply for
firefighting purposes for the site, or that the project includes measures to provide adequate water
supply for firefighting purposes.

(c) Declaration of Rent Restrictions. The owner shall submit a signed
Declaration of Rent Restrictions, to be recorded before or concurrently with, and as a condition
of, issuance of the rent-restricted accessory dwelling unit permit, reflecting the rent restriction.
The Town shall provide the form of such Declaration.

(d) Affordable Rent Certification. An owner who has executed a Declaration
shall submit to the Town an Accessory Dwelling Unit Affordable Rent Certification on an annual
basis, effective each December 3l and as part of the annual Town business license application
and renewal, and upon any change in occupancy of the accessory dwelling unit, specifuing
whether or not the accessory dwelling unit is being occupied, the rent charged, the utilities
included in the cost of rent, the household size of the accessory dwelling unit, the names and
ages of the accessory dwelling unit occupants, the gross household income of the accessory
dwelling unit household, and other information as determined appropriate by the Town. The
Town shall provide the form of the Certification to be signed under penalty of perjury by both
the owner and the tenant, if any.

(e) Termination of Rent-Restricted Accessory Dwelling Unit Permit. At its
discretion, the town council may grant an owner's request to terminate a rent-restricted accessory
dwelling unit permit. The town council shall consider the length of time such permit has been in
force, the conditions of approval, the exceptions granted for the permit, and the impact on the
town's affordable housing supply. In no case shall such permit be terminated prior to 20 years
from the date of town council approval under this section. As a condition of termination, the
town council shall require the owner to make modifications to the property to comply with
current building code requirements and to comply with the planning code requirements in effect
at the time the exception(s) was granted or obtain a variance from such requirements.

18.42.070 Administration and Enforcement. (a) Any exception request that does not
comply with the prescribed limitations set forth in this chapter shall require a variance, pursuant
to Chapter 18.48.

(b) Nonconforming accessory dwelling units.
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(l) Nonconforming accessory dwelling units previously granted a conditional use
permit or administrative approval may continue in use subject to the conditions of their original
approval and the provisions of Chapter 18.44 of this code.

(2) It is declared that any non-conforming accessory dwelling unit not previously
granted a conditional use permit and not given conforming status prior to June 1, 2012 or issued
a certificate of conformity, shall constitute a public nuisance, and such nuisance may be abated
as provided by law.

(c) Inactive applications. Consistent with state law, the town planner may
administratively deny without prejudice any application which remains incomplete or inactive
for a period of greater than ninety days, or is continued at the applicant's request for more than
sixty days.

(d) Violation. An illegal accessory dwelling unit is an accessory dwelling unit which
is not an approved accessory dwelling unit or is in violation of the Declaration of Deed
Restrictions or the Declaration of Rent Restrictions. The Town Manager is authorized to pursue
any remedies provided by law against the owner of an illegal accessory dwelling unit or an
accessory dwelling unit not maintained in conformance with this Chapter, including:

(l) General. Those remedies set forth in Chapters 9.04 and 18.64 of this code;

(2) Costs. In any civil enforcement action, administrative or judicial, the Town is
entitled to recover its attomeys' fees and costs from an owner who is determined to have an
illegal accessory dwelling unit;

(3) Revocation of the Accessory Dwelling Unit Permit;

(4) Citations issued pursuant to the Administrative Citation Procedure authorized
by California Government Code, Section 53069.4;

(5) Deed Restriction/Contract. Any liquidated damages or stipulated penalties
authorized under any deed restriction or contract executed by the owner as a condition of the
issuance of the accessory dwelling unit permit.

(e) Enforcement. Failure to comply in any way with the provisions of this chapter,
approved plans, or conditions for application approval constitutes grounds for the town to
immediately stop work related to the noncompliance until the matter is resolved or require that
the noncompliance be remediated. Such violation will be subject to the enforcement penalties
and procedures of Chapters 9.04 and 18.64 of this code."

SECTION 3. CEQA. The Town Council hereby finds that this Ordinance is exempt from the
California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA") pursuant to Title 14, Chapter 3, Section
15282(h) of the California Code of Regulations. A Notice of Exemption will be prepared.

SECTION 4. Severability. If any sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason
held to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the
remaining provisions of this Ordinance. The Town Council hereby declares that it would have
passed this Ordinance and each sentence, clause or phrase thereof irrespective of the fact that any
one or more sentence, clauses or phrases be declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid.
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SECTION 5. Savings Clause. Neither the adoption of this Ordinance nor the repeal or
amendment by this Ordinance of any ordinance or part or portion of any ordinance previously in
effect in the Town, or within the territory comprising the Town, shall in any manner affect the
prosecution for the violation of any ordinance, which violation was committed prior to the
effective date of this Ordinance, nor be construed as a waiver of any license, fee or penalty or the
penal provisions applicable to any violation of such ordinances.

SECTION 6. Certification. The Town Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this
Ordinance and shall causo this Ordinance to be posted within l5 days after its passage, in
accordance with Section36933 of the Government Code.

SECTION 7: Effective Date. This urgency ordinance shall go into effect immediately upon
adoption, and shall be posted in three public places in Town.

THE FOREGOING URGENCY ORDINANCE was adopted at a regular meeting of the Ross
Town Council on the _ day of 20l6by the following vote

AYES:

NOES

ABSENT

ABSTAIN:

Kathleen Hoertkorn, Mayor

ATTEST:

Linda Lopez, Town Clerk
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TOWN OF ROSS

ORDINANCE NO. 679

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF ROSS AMENDING
CHAPTER 18.42 OF THE TOWN OF ROSS MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (SECOND UNITS)

The Town Council of the Town of Ross does ordain as follows:

SECTION 1: Section 18.16.050 of the Ross Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as

follows:

"18.16.050 Minimum yard requirements. Minimum front yards and rear yards in
residential districts shall be as follows:

R-l
R-1:8-6 districts,
R-1:B-7.5 districts,
R-1:B-10 districts,
R-1:B-15 districts,
R-l:B-20 districts,
R-1:B-A districts,
R-1:B-5 A districts,
R-l:B-10 A districts,

18.42.010
18.42.020
18.42.030
18.42.035
t8.42.045
18.42.0s0

front:
front:
front:
front:
front:
front:
front:
front:
front:

reaf
rear
rear
rear
rear
rear
rear
rear
rea.r

yards:
yards:
yards:
yards:
yards:
yards:
yards:
yards:
yards:

feet;
feet;
feet;
feet;
feet;
feet;
feet;
feet;
feet.

25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
35

feet;
feet;
feet;
feet;
feet;
feet;
feet;
feet;
feet;

40
40
40
40
40
40
40
70
70

Minimum side yards in R-l districts shall be fifteen feet.

Private garages, used only for garage pu{poses, may be located in the rear of a lot if set back
from the rear line of any dwelling and at least ten feet from the side and rear property lines.
Except as provided in Chapter 18.42, private garages located within any requisite setback are
prohibited from being converted to any other use than parking."

SECTION 2: Chapter 18.42 "Second Units" of the Ross Municipal Code is hereby amended to
read as follows

"Chapter 18.42

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS

Sections:

Purpose.
Definitions.
Applicability.
Accessory Dwelling Unit Permit Required.
Permit Application and Procedures.
Standards for Accessory Dwelling Units.



18.42.060
t8.42.062
18.42.065
18.42.070

Design Review of Accessory Dwelling Units.
Exceptions to Standards for Accessory Dwelling Units
Rent-Restricted Accessory Dwelling Units.
Administration and Enforcement.

18.42.010 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to establish a procedure for the
development of new accessory dwelling units that will comply with California Government Code
Section 65852.2, ensure safe and healthy living environments, and encourage well-designed legal
accessory dwelling units in all residential neighborhoods as an important way to provide
workforce and special needs housing. One of the pu{poses of this chapter is to help achieve the
goals and policies of the adopted Housing Element of the Town of Ross General Plan by
encouraging a mix of housing types affordable to all economic segments of the community. It is
the intent of this chapter to expand the availability of accessory dwelling units in the town.

18.42.020 Definitions. For the purposes of this chapter the following words have the
following definitions :

"Accessory dwelling unit" (or oosecond unit") means an attached or detached
residential dwelling unit which provides complete independent living facilities for one or more
persons. It shall include a kitchen as defined herein, as well as permanent provisions for living,
sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation on the same parcel where the single-family dwelling is
situated. An accessory dwelling unit also includes an efficiency unit as defined in Health and
Safety Code Section 17958.1 and a manufactured home as defined in Health and Safety Code
Section 18007.

"Affordable rent level" means that the accessory dwelling unit household's monthly cost
of rent, plus the cost of electricity, gas, water and sewer service, and garbage collection
(hereinafter "utilities") is 30% or less than the upper limit of the annual gross household income,
divided by 12, for a specified income category and household size as last published by the
California Department of Housing and Community Development (hereinafter "HCD"). The
Town shall determinc maximum affordable rent levels for rent-restricted accessory dwelling
units following the annual publication of the State Income Limits by HCD. In determining rent
levels, the household size for rent-restricted accessory dwelling units shall be: studio, 1 personi
one-bedroom, 2 persons; two-bedroom, 3 persons; and, three-bedroom, 4 persons. The cost of
utilities for the accessory dwelling unit shall be included in the affordable rent level. For rent-
restricted accessory dwelling units where utilities are separately metered and billed, and where
the accessory dwelling unit household is responsible for the costs of that household's use of
utilities, the maximum rent shall be set at90Yo of the affordable rent level. ooGross household
income" means the total monies earned or received by all members of a household age 18 and
over, including: wages and all types of compensation, before any payroll deductions; spousal and
child support; social security, retirement, disability, insurance, and other types of periodic
payments; unemployment compensation and other payments in-lieu of eamings; welfare and
other public assistance; interest, dividends and other payments generated from any real or
personal property; net business income; and, any other type of payment determined to qualify as

income by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and as published in
the HUD's Housing Choice Voucher Program Guidebook. The annual gross household income is
calculated by multiplying the monthly amounts earned or received at the time of certification by
12 and adjusting for anticipated payments and changes in amounts over the next 12 months.

"Household" means those persons who collectively occupy a housing unit. A property
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owner's household shall include any child or dependent, as defined in section I52 of the Internal
Revenue Code, of the property owner who is under the age of l8 or is under the age of 24 and is
a full-time student.

"Household size" means the number of persons in a household.

"Kitchen" shall mean a room or portion thereof containing permanent facilities designed
and used for food preparation, cooking, eating and dish washing. A kitchen shall include all of
the following: a sink with hot and cold running water; a range or stove and oven; at a minimum,
an apartment-sized refrigerator; and built-in dish and utensil storage spaces. A kitchen may also
include any of the following: microwave, convection oven, hot plate or automatic dish washer.

"Nonconforming accessory dwelling unit" means an accessory dwelling unit approved as

an accessory dwelling unit or second unit through the issuance of a conditional use permit or an
accessory dwelling unit that meets the definition of an accessory dwelling unit and was occupied
prior to the adoption of accessory dwelling unit or second unit regulations without a conditional
use permit. The planning director shall determine the status of such units in accordance with the
provisions of this code.

ooPrimary residential unit" or "primary residence" means the dwelling having the largest
floor area located on any one lot or parcel within a single-family residential zoning district. Such
primary residential unit is further defined as a building that provides complete, independent
living facilities for one or more persons and permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating,
cooking, and sanitation.

ooRent-restricted accessory dwelling unit" means an accessory dwelling unit that is
approved under a rent-restricted accessory dwelling unit permit. A rent-restricted accessory
dwelling unit shall only be rented to a very low income household at an affordable rent level or
occupied by an owner whose household qualifies as a very low income household.

"Rent" means to enter into an agreement whereby the occupant(s) of the accessory
dwelling unit makes a monetary payment or exchange of goods or services in consideration of
occupancy of the accessory dwelling unit.

"Accessory dwelling unit affordable rent certification" means documentation and
certification that an accessory dwelling unit is being rented to a very low income household at an
affordable rent level or is exclusively being occupied by an owner whose household qualifies as

avery low income household. Required information for documentation and certification shall
include the rent charged, the utilities included in the monthly rent, the household size of the
accessory dwelling unit, the names and ages of the accessory dwelling unit occupants, and the
gross household income of the accessory dwelling unit household.

"Single family residential zoning district" means a district listed in this code that allows
one single-family dwelling on a particular lot or parcel, otherwise known as an ooR-l" zoning
district.

o'Very low income household" means a household with an annual gross household
income of 50%o or less than the Marin County median annual gross household income for that
household size as last published by HCD.
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18.42.030 Applicability. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all
nonconforming accessory dwelling units and to all accessory dwelling units hereinafter approved
or constructed.

18.42.035 Accessory Dwelline Unit Permit Required. An accessory dwelling unit is
allowed on any parcel in a single-family residential zoning district with a primary unit, subject to
the issuance of an accessory dwelling unit permit. No more than one accessory dwelling unit per
lot or parcel shall be permitted except as provided in Section I8.42.062(a).

18.42.045 Permit Application and Procedures.

(a) Accessory Dwelling Unit Subject to Administrative Review.

(1) Application. An owner may apply for an accessory dwelling unit permit by
submitting an application to the town planner on a form provided by the Town. The application
form shall specify the information required from applicants. The town council may establish a
fee for the application.

(2) Decision. The town planner shall consider the application without
discretionary review, public notice, or a hearing. The town planner shall approve the application
if he or she determines that the application meets all of the requirements and standards in
Sectionl8.42.050 and Section 18.42.060. The town planner shall deny the application if he or she

determines that it does not meet all of such requirements. The town planner's decision shall be in
writing and shall state the reasons for approval or denial. The town planner's decision shall
be final.

(b) Accessory Dwelling Unit Subject to Town Council Review

(l) General. The town council may grant discretionary exceptions to the
development standards regulating the number of accessory dwelling units permitted on a lot or
parcel and accessory dwelling unit height, location, size and floor area as set forth in Sections
18.42.062 and 18.42.065.

(2) Application - accessory dwelling unit permit. Where an owner seeks an
exception to the development standards pursuant to Sections 18.42.062, the owner may apply for
an accessory dwelling unit permit by submitting an application to the town planner on a form
provided by the Town. The application form shall specify the information required from
applicants. The town council may establish a fee for the application.

(3) Application - rent-restricted accessory dwelling unit permit. Where an owner
seeks an exception to the floor area requirement as set forth in Section 18.42.050(e), the owner
may apply for a rent-restricted accessory dwelling unit permit by submitting an application to the
town planner on a form provided by the Town. The application form shall specify the
information required from applicants. The town council may establish a fee for the application.

(4) Hearing. The town council shall hold a public hearing on the application.

(5) Decision. The town council shall approve or deny the application in
accordance with the provisions of Section 18.42.062 or Section 18.42.065. The town council
shall make its determination on the individual merit of each application without following or
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establishing precedent. The town council shall not approve an application unless it makes
specific findings of fact as provided in Section 18.42.062 or Section 18.42.065.

18.42.050 Standards for accessory dwelling units.

(a) Parking. One parking space shall be provided for each bedroom provided by the
accessory dwelling unit in addition to those required for the primary unit.

(1) The location of the required parking space(s) shall not obstruct the parking of
the primary unit. The required parking space(s) may be in tandem and within the setback areas
but shall be screened from public view.

(2) When a garage, carport, or covered parking structure is demolished in
conjunction with the construction of an accessory dwelling unit, the off-street parking spaces
shall be replaced. The replacement parking spaces may be located in another configuration on
the same lot as the accessory dwelling unit and may be covered, uncovered, or tandem spaces.

(b) OfÊstreet parking is not required for an accessory dwelling unit in any of the following
instances:

(l) The accessory dwelling unit is located within one-half mile of public transit.

(2) The accessory dwelling unit is located within a historic district.

(3) The accessory dwelling unit is part of the existing primary unit or an existing
accessory structure; provided that where an existing garage is converted into an accessory
dwelling unit, the conversion shall not eliminate any required off-street parking for the primary
unit.

(4) When off-street parking permits are required but not offered to the occupant
of the accessory dwelling unit.

(5) When there is a dedicated parking space for a car share vehicle located within
one block of the accessory dwelling unit.

(c) Height and Location. Accessory dwelling units may be within the primary living unit or
within a separate building upon the samç lot as the primary living unit.

(1) If within the primary living unit, the accessory dwelling unit may be located
in any habitable area. If added to the existing primary living unit, the location of the accessory
dwelling unit shall not create an additional story above the first floor.

(2) Accessory dwelling units newly constructed as such or added to an accessory
building shall be limited to a single story with a maximum building height of eighteen feet at any
point when measured from either existing or finished grade; when an accessory dwelling unit is
located above a garage, the structure shall not exceed 25 feet.
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(d) Setbacks. The setback requirements enumerated under Chapters 18.16, 18.32 and 18.39
of this code shall apply to accessory dwelling units except in the following cases:

(1) No setback shall be required for an existing garage or accessory/detached
building that is converted to an accessory dwelling unit provided it meets fire and building code
requirements.

(2) An accessory dwelling unit constructed above a garage shall have a minimum
setback of five feet.

(e) Lot Coverage. The lot coverage requirements enumerated under Chapters 18.16 and
18.32 of this code shall apply to accessory dwelling units. Accessory dwelling units shall only
be permitted on lots exceeding 5,000 square feet.

(Ð Floor Area. The floor area ratio requirements enumerated under Chapters 18.16, 18.32
and 18.39 of this code shall apply to accessory dwelling units, except that floor area shall not be
a basis for denying an application to create an accessory dwelling unit within the primary unit or
to convert an existing accessory structure into an accessory dwelling unit, provided that the
accessory dwelling unit has independent exterior access. Once constructed, the accessory
dwelling unit shall count as floor area pursuant to Chapter 18.12.

(g) Maximum Size. Accessory dwelling units shall not exceed one thousand square feet in
floor area, excluding any covered parking area.

(h) Residence and Rental Requirements. A deed restriction shall be recorded prior to
occupancy of the accessory dwelling unit that provides for the following:

(1) The property shall remain owner-occupied, with the owner occupying either
the primary unit or the accessory dwelling unit.

(2) The accessory dwelling unit may be rented, but it may not be sold separately
from the primary residence.

(3) The accessory dwelling unit shall not be rented for less than 30 consecutive
days.

(h) Health and Safety.

(1) Accessory dwelling units must, at a minimum, adhere to the fire safety
standards in the Building and Fire Code for residential structures and use measures such as fire
preventative site design, landscaping and building materials, and other required fire suppression
techniques as determined by the director of public safety. Accessory dwelling units shall not be
required to provide fire sprinklers if they are not required for the primary residence.

(2) Accessory dwelling units proposed to be developed in areas of geologic
hazard must not be endangered by, nor contribute to, hazardous conditions on the site or on
adjoining properties.
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(3) If the accessory dwelling unit proposed to be developed is in a Special Flood
Hazard Area identified on the town Flood Insurance Rate Map and/or in an area known for
flooding, the finished floor level of the improvements shall be above the base flood elevation.

(i) Building Permits and Codes. In addition to the provisions herein, accessory
dwelling unit construction shall be subject to all applicable provisions and requirements of Title
15 of this code.

18.42.060 Design standards for accessory dwelling units.

(a) Preservation of Existing Site Conditions. All areas disturbed by construction of a
accessory dwelling unit must be finished to a natural appearing configuration and planted or
seeded to prevent erosion.

(b) Relationship Between Structure and Site. All new accessory dwelling units
constructed on sloping land shall be designed to relate to the natural land forms and step with the
slope in order to minimize building mass, bulk, and height and to better integrate the structure
with the site.

(c) Materials and Colors. Accessory dwelling unit construction shall be of the same
exterior materials, color, and style as that of the primary living unit including roof; eaves,
windows, and doors.

(d) Exterior Lighting. Any lighting installed as part of a second residential unit
project shall be shielded and directed downward. Lighting shall be low wattage and
incandescent.

(e) Natural Environment. All secondary unit construction shall be subject to the tree
protection provisions and regulations included in Chapter 12.24 of this code.

(Ð Landscaping. Landscaping shall include such plantings as necessary to screen the
appearance of structures as seen from off-site locations and to screen architectural and
mechanical elements such as foundations, retaining walls, condensers, and transforrners.

(g) Visual Focus. Where visibility exists from adjacent roadways, no accessory
dwelling unit shall be located between the adjacent roadway and the primary living unit.

18.42.062 Exceptions to standards for accessory dwelling units. At its discretion, the
town council may grant exceptions to the number of accessory dwelling units permitted on a lot
or parcel as set forth in Section 18.42.035, the development standards regulating accessory
dwelling unit height and location as set forth in Section 18.42.050(b), and accessory dwelling
unit size as set forth in Section 18.42.050(Ð.

(a) Exception to Number of Accessory Dwelling Units. The town council may grant
an exception to the number of accessory dwelling units permitted on a lot or parcel to permit two
accessory dwelling units on a parcel or lot, provided the parcel or lot is at least one acre in size.

(b) Exception to Height. The town council may grant an accessory dwelling unit
height increase to two stories with a maximum building height of thirty feet at any point when
measured from either existing or finished grade, whichever is lower.
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(c) Exception to Location. The town council may grant an exception to the location
standard to allow a newly constructed accessory dwelling unit above an existing first floor.

(d) Exception to Size. The town council may grant an accessory dwelling unit size
increase to 1,200 square feet.

(e) The town council may grant an exception enumerated above if the exception
complies with the design review criteria and standards of Section 18.41.100 and the town council
makes the following hndings:

(1) The exception will not create a significant adverse impact on any
adjacent property, the surrounding neighborhood, or the general public good.

(2) The lot and the arrangement of existing and proposed physical
improvements on the lot can accommodate the exception without adversely affecting the views,
privacy, or access to light and air of neighboring properties.

(3) Any modifications to site drainage shall be designed by a licensed
engineer and shall result in no net increase to the rate or volume of peak runoff from the site
compared to pre-project conditions. Any new mechanical pumps or equipment shall not create
noise that is audible off site.

(a) The fire chief has confirmed that there is adequate water supply for
firefighting purposes for the site, or that the project includes measures to provide adequate water
supply for firefighting purposes.

18.42.065 Rent-restricted accessory dwelling units. At its discretion, the town council
may grant an exception to the floor area requirement as set forth in Section 18.42.050(f) if the
owner agrees to occupy or rent a newly constructed accessory dwelling unit as a rent-restricted
accessory dwelling unit, if the accessory dwelling unit is not located on a hillside area as defined
in Section 18.39.020(a), and if the town council makes specific findings of fact as set forth in
this section.

(a) Exception to Floor Area. The town council may grant a floor area bonus of up to
500 square feet if the newly constructed accessory dwelling unit is to be rent-restricted for a very
low income household. Any floor area exception shall only apply to the arcaof anew accessory
dwelling unit and shall not be granted to allow an addition to the primary residence or traded off
for an addition to the primary residence in the future.

(b) The town council may grant a floor area exception if the exception complies with
the design review criteria and standards of Section 18.41.100 and the town council makes the
following findings:

(1) The exception will not create a significant adverse impact on any
adjacent property, the surrounding neighborhood, or the general public good.

(2) The lot and the arrangement of existing and proposed physical
improvements on the lot can accommodate the exception without adversely affecting the views,



privacy, or access to light and air of neighboring properties.

(3) Any modifications to site drainage shall be designed by a licensed
engineer and shall result in no net increase to the rate or volume of peak runoff from the site
compared to pre-project conditions. Any new mechanical pumps or equipment shall not create
noise that is audible off site.

(a) The fire chief has confirmed that there is adequate water supply for
firefighting purposes for the site, or that the project includes measures to provide adequate water
supply for firefighting purposes.

(c) Declaration of Rent Restrictions. The owner shall submit a signed
Declaration of Rent Restrictions, to be recorded before or concurrently with, and as a condition
of, issuance of the rent-restricted accessory dwelling unit permit, reflecting the rent restriction.
The Town shall provide the form of such Declaration.

(d) Affordable Rent Certification. An owner who has executed a Declaration
shall submit to the Town an Accessory Dwelling Unit Affordabte Rent Certification on an annual
basis, effective each December 31 and as part of the annual Town business license application
and renewal, and upon any change in occupancy of the accessory dwelling unit, specifying
whether or not the accessory dwelling unit is being occupied, the rent charged, the utilities
included in the cost of rent, the household size of the accessory dwelling unit, the names and
ages of the accessory dwelling unit occupants, the gross household income of the accessory
dwelling unit household, and other information as determined appropriate by the Town. The
Town shall provide the form of the Certification to be signed under penalty of perjury by both
the owner and the tenant, if any.

(e) Termination of Rent-Restricted Accessory Dwelling Unit Permit. At its
discretion, the town council may grant an owner's request to terminate a rent-restricted accessory
dwelling unit permit. The town council shall consider the length of time such permit has been in
force, the conditions of approval, the exceptions granted for the permit, and the impact on the
town's affordable housing supply. In no case shall such permit be terminated prior to 20 years
from the date of town council approval under this section. As a condition of termination, the
town council shall require the owner to make modifications to the property to comply with
current building code requirements and to comply with the planning code requirements in effect
at the time the exception(s) was granted or obtain a variance from such requirements.

18.42.070 Administration afrd Enforcement. (a) Any exception request that does not
comply with the prescribed limitations set forth in this chapter shall require a variance, pursuant
to Chapter 18.48.

(b) Nonconforming accessory dwelling units.

(1) Nonconforming accessory dwelling units previously granted a conditional use
permit or administrative approval may continue in use subject to the conditions of their original
approval and the provisions of Chapter 18.44 of this code.

(2) It is declared that any non-conforming accessory dwelling unit not previously
granted a conditional use permit and not given conforming status prior to June 1, 2012 or issued
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a certificate of conformity, shall constitute a public nuisance, and such nuisance may be abated
as provided by law.

(c) Inactive applications. Consistent with state law, the town planner may
administratively deny without prejudice any application which remains incomplete or inactive
for a period of greater than ninety days, or is continued at the applicanl's request for more than
sixty days.

(d) Violation. An illegal accessory dwelling unit is an accessory dwelling unit which
is not an approved accessory dwelling unit or is in violation of the Declaration of Deed
Restrictions or the Declaration of Rent Restrictions. The Town Manager is authorized to pursue
any remedies provided by law against the owner of an illegal accessory dwelling unit or an
accessory dwelling unit not maintained in conformance with this Chapter, including:

(1) General. Those remedies set forth in Chapters 9.04 and 18.64 of this code;

(2) Costs. In any civil enforcement action, administrative or judicial, the Town is
entitled to recover its attorneys' fees and costs from an owner who is determined to have an
illegal accessory dwelling unit;

(3) Revocation of the Accessory Dwelling Unit Permi!

(4) Citations issued pursuant to the Administrative Citation Procedure authorized
by California Government Code, Section 53069.4;

(5) Deed Restriction/Contract. Any liquidated damages or stipulated penalties
authorized under any deed restriction or contract executed by the owner as a condition of the
issuance of the accessory dwelling unit permit.

(e) Enforcement. Failure to comply in any way with the provisions of this chapter,
approved plans, or conditions for application approval constitutes grounds for the town to
immediately stop work related to the noncompliance until the matter is resolved or require that
the noncompliance be remediated. Such violation will be subject to the enforcement penalties
and procedures of Chapters 9.04 and 18.64 of this code."

SECTION 3. CEQA. The Town Council hereby finds that this Ordinance is exempt from the
California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA") pursuant to Title 14, Chapter 3, Section
15282(h) of the California Code of Regulations. A Notice of Exemption will be prepared.

SECTION 4. Severability. If any sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason
held to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the
remaining provisions of this Ordinance. The Town Council hereby declares that it would have
passed this Ordinance and each sentence, clause or phrase thereofirrespective ofthe fact that any
one or more sentence, clauses or phrases be declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid.

SECTION 5. Savings Clause. Neither the adoption of this Ordinance nor the repeal or
amendment by this Ordinance of any ordinance or part or portion of any ordinance previously in
effect in the Town, or within the territory comprising the Town, shall in any manner affect the
prosecution for the violation of any ordinance, which violation was committed prior to the
effective date of this Ordinance, nor be construed as a waiver of any license, fee or penalty or the
penal provisions applicable to any violation of such ordinances.
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SECTION 6. Certification. The Town Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this
Ordinance and shall cause this Ordinance to be posted within 15 days after its passage, in
accordance with Section36933 of the Government Code.

SECTION 7: Effective Date. This urgency ordinance shall go into effect on midnight of the
30th day after final passage and adoption, and shall be posted in three public places in Town.

THE FOREGOING ORDINANCE was adopted at a regular meeting of the Ross Town Council
on the _ day of 20l6by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES

ABSENT

ABSTAIN:

Kathleen Hoertkorn, Mayor

ATTEST:

Linda Lopez, Town Clerk
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REDLINE VERSION OF CODE AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTERS 18.16 AND 18.42

cH 18.16

SECTION 1: Section 18.16.050 of the Ross Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as

follows:

*18.16.050 Minimum yard requirements. Minimum front yards and rear yards in
residential districts shall be as follows:

R-l
R-l:8-6 districts,
R-1:B-7.5 districts,
R-l:B-10 dishicts,
R-l:B-15 dishicts,
R-l:B-20 dishicts,
R-l:B-A dishicts,
R-l:B-5 A districts,
R-l:B-10 A districts,

front:
front:
front:
front:
front:
front:
front:
front:
front:

yards:
yards:
yards:
yards:
yards:
yards:
yards:
yards:
yards:

40 feet;
40 feet;
40 feet;
40 feet;
40 feet;
40 feet;
40 feet;
70 feet;
70 feet.

25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
35

feet;
feet;
feet;
feet;
feet;
feet;
feet;
feet;
feet;

rear
ref¡r
rear
rear
rear
rear
rear
fear
fear

Minimum side yards in R-l districts shall be fifteen feet.

Private garages, used only for garage pu¡poses, may be located in the rear ofa lot ifset back
from the rear line ofany dwelling and at least ten feet from the side and rear property lines.
Except as orovided in Chapter 18.42, private garages located within an), requisite setback are
prohibited from being converted to any other use than parking.

Chapter 18.42

RESIÐENFTAT,SE€ONÐACCESSORY DWELLTNG L]NITS

Sections:

Purpose.
Definitions.
Applicability.
ResidenÊial-SeeondAccessory Dwelling Unit Permit Required.
Permit Applicæion and Procedures.

Standards for Residential-SeeendAcççs¡ary,_D\¡/eUiqg Units.
Design Review of ResidentjalSeeond{cçe¡;SqtyDy.v_elli¡g Units.
Exceptions to Standards for Residential$eeenêAccessorv Dwelling

Units.
18.42.065 Rent-RestrictedSeeon*AccessoryDwellingUnits.
18.42.070 AdministrationandEnforcement.

18.42.010 Pumose. The purpose of this chapter is to establish a procedure for the
development of new resi@ units that will eamplyyilhleüfont4
Gsvernment Code Sect sure safe and healthy living environments, and ûe

encourage well-designed legal seeend-accessory dwelling units in all residential neighborhoods

18.42.010
t8.42.020
18.42.030
18.42.035
18.42.045
18.42.050
18.42.060
18.42.062



as ari important way to provide workforce and special needs housing. One of the purposes of this
chapter is to help achieve the goals and policies of the adopted Housing Element of the Town of
Ross General Plan by encouraging a mix of housing types affordable to all economic segments

of the community. It is the intent of this chapter to expand the availability of seeon#¿ccggrq¡y
dwelling units in the town. (Ord. 625 (part), 201 l; Ord. 578 g8(part), 2003).

18.42.020 Definitions. For the purposes of this chapter the following words have the
following definitions:

"Accessory Dwelling Unit" (or "Second Unit") means an attached or detached
residential dwellingunit which provides complete i
persons. It shall include a kitchen as defined herein. as well as permanent provisions for livins.
sleeping" eating. cooki the same parcel where the single-family dwellingis
situated. An accessory dwelling unit also includes an efficiency unit as defined in Health and

Safet-y Code Section 17958.1 and a manufactured home as defined in Health and Safety Code
Section 18007.

"Affordable rent level" means that the seesn4æcçs¡qy$¡/9lliu&unit household's
monthly cost ofrent, plus the cost ofeJectricity, gas, water and sewer service, and garbage

collection (hereinafter "utilities") is 307o or less than the upper limit ofthe annual gross
household income, divided by 12, for a specifìed income category and household size as last
published by the California Departmørt of Housing and Community Development (hereinafter
*HCD). The Town shall determine maximum affordable rent levels for rent-restricted seeond

as,gç$ory dwelling units following the annual publication of the State Income Limits by HCD. In
determining rent levels, the household size for rent-restricted seeond-accessory dwellingunits
shall be: studio, I person; one-bedroom, 2 persons; two-bedroom, 3 persons; and, three-bedroom,
4 persons. The cost of utilities for the se+sn4acgetgEy._{ylqilirlgunit shall be included in the
affordable rent level. For rent-restricted seeon4accessory dwelling units where utilities are
separately metered and billed, and where the seeonêaccessory dwelling unit household is
responsible for the costs of that household's use of utilities, the maximum rent shall be set at
90% of the affordable rent level. "Gross household income" means the total monies eamed
or received by all members ofa household age l8 and over, including: wages and all types of
compensation, before any payroll deductions; spousal and child support; social security,
retirement, disability, insurance, and other types of periodic payments; unemployment
compensation and other payments in-lieu of eamings; welfare and other public assistance;
interest, dividends and other payments generated from any real or personal property; net business
income; and, any other type of payment determined to qualiff as income by the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and as published in the HUD's Housing Choice
Voucher Program Guidebook. The annual gross household income is calculated by multiplying
the monthly amounts earned or received at the time of certification by l2 and adjusting for
anticipated payments and changes in amounts over the next 12 months.

"Household" means those persons who collectively occupy a housing unit. A property
owner's household shall include any child or dependent, as dehned in section I 52 of the Intemal
Revenue Code, ofthe property owner who is under the age of l8 or is under the age of24 and is
a full-time student.

"Household size" means the number of persons in a household.
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'jKitsben':futl!0eag,a-Ioe!û or portion thereof containing permanent facilities designed
and_u$d,fo! lqoi_gçpql4tia4-cooking. eating and dish washing. A kitchen shall j¡ebdg s[ of
the fulswaC-ajjlk¡ry]Ih¡eland cold ¡un¡¡!¡g rryat9¡_ajalgç_a$ls_ve autlgJçü,ala minimunL
an_Al4úmçlt-tiZçd_tçfi¡gqat_o¡; ançl buil!-in dish and utensil stor4ge spaces. A kitchen may also

nglUdç_agy-aljhg follAlyi!& mþrow4ve. convection ove eq sulalS4tþ di5h Wat¡çr.

"Nonconforming residentiafseeondAççes_SA$Ld1ygll¡ng unit" means an residentjal
accessory dwelling unit approved as @ second unitthrough the
issuanceofaconditionalusepermitoraq@nitthatmeetsthe
definition of aq residentielseesndaccessory dwelling unit and was occupied prior to the adoption
of accessory dwelling unit or *is-er¿inaneeæcoucluuif regulations without a conditional use
permit. The planning director shall determine the status of such units in accordance with the
provisions of this code.

"Primary residential unit" means the dwelling having the largest floor area located on
any one lot or parcel within a single-family residential zoning district. Such primary residential
unit is fui'ther defined as a building that provides complete, independent living facilities for one
or more persons and permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation.

"Rent-restricted @unit" means aq @
dwelling unit that is approved under a rent-reshicted seeon4accessory_dvqellilg.unit permit. A
rent-restricted se+on*açççSS,oly-dwe"lLlng,unit shall only be rented to a very low income
household at an affordable rent level or occupied by an owner whose household qualifies as a
very low income household.

"Rent" means to enter into an agreement whereby the occupant(s) ofthe residen*íal
seeondqççqsrsory dwetling unit makeg anFA_monetåry payment or exchange of goods or services
in consideration of occupancy of the seeenégççqslelydvvelln&unit.

"@ unit affordable rent certifìcation" means
documentation and certification that an resie{entiatseesndaccessory dwelling unit is being rented
to a very low income household at an affordable rent level or is exclusively being occupied by an
owner whose household qualifies as a very low income household. Required information for
documentation and certification shall include the rent charged, the utilities included in the
monthlyrent,thehouseholdsizeoftheresi@unit,thenamesand
agesoftheresi@unitoccupants,andthegrosshouseholdincome
of the residen+ia@ unit household.

."Single family residential zoning district" means a district listed in this code that allows
one single-family dwelling on a particular lot or parcel, otherwise known as an "R-1" zoning
district.

"Very low income household" means a household with an annual gross household
income of 50olo or less than the Marin County median annual gross household income for that
household size as last published by HCD.

18.42.030 Applicabilitv. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all
nonconforming residen+iai*eeondaccessorv dwelling units and to all residential*eesndaccqqgqy
dlyellirl€ units hereinafter approved or constructed.

FomratH: Indent: First line: 0.5"
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18.42.035 ResidentialseeeAdAcces-ro¡y Dwelling Unit Permit Required. Aq+csid€ntial
seeond¡cccqs.pty:Ly¿ç.lli¡g unit is allowed on any parcel in a single-family residential zoning
district with a primary unit, subject to the issuance of an access_ory dvrsliqgunit,*eesnd u*it
permit. No more than one residentialseeen*açgesSOfy_dlvSlltng_unit per lot or parcel shall be
permitted except as provided in Section 18.42.062(a).

18.42.045 Permit Application and Procedures.
(a) @UnitSubjecttoAdminishativeReview

(l) Application. An owner may apply for *residentialseeenda¡,æcçsfqy
dwetling unit permit by submitting an application to the town planner on a form provided by the
Town. The application form shall speciff the information required from applicants. The town
council may establish a fee for the application.

(2) Decision. The town planner shall consider the application without
discretionary review, public notice, or a hearing. The town planner shall approve the application
en{fif he or she determines that the application meets all of the developmenlrequirements and
standardsinSection18.42.050and@in-Sectionl8.42.060.The
town planner shall deny the application ifhe or she determines that it does not meet all ofsuch
requiremcnt_Estandards. The town planner's decision shall be in writing and shall state the reasons
for approval or denial.-lhe totryllie¡nçf s dqçtsion shall be ûnal.

-
w+tnenææe-f8-.60=

(b) @UnitSubjecttoTownCouncilReview.

(l) General. The town council may grant discretionar_y exceptions to the
development standards regulating the number of residen{ial-seeondaccessory dwelling units
permittedonalotorparcelandresi@unitheight,location,size
and floor area as set forth in Sections 18.42.062 and 18.42.065.

(2) Application - @ unit permit. Where arì

owner seeks an exception to the development standards pursuant to Sections 18.42.062, the
owner may apply for ag residentialseeondaccessory dwelling unit permit by submitting an
application to the town planner on a form provided by the Town. The application form shall
speci$ the information required from applicants. The town council may establish a fee for the
application.

(3) Application - rent-reshicted residentþlseesndaç_çCSçprf'Clwçllj¡g unit permit.
Where an owner seeks an exception to the floor area requirement as set forth in Section
18.42.050(e), the owner may apply for a rent-restricted rcsidentialseesndapc,e__stely_dwelling unit
permit by submitting an application to the town planner on a form provided by the Town. The
application form shall specify the information required from applicants. The town council may
establish a fee for the application.

(4) Hearing. The town council shall hold a public hearing on the application.

(5) Decision. The town council shall approve or deny the application in
accordance with the provisions of Section 18.42.062 or Section 18.42.065. The town council
shall make its determination on the individual merit of each application without following or
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(!l[þ9¡¡_¿garage, carpert. or csygrç.d paúine rtr]l_clsrsl,Ldqnp_liçhed in
conjunction with the construction of an accessory dwelþg unit. the,,qËslfçqlpefk¡lg-spaces
çþall_þe replaced. fbqrqplacçme¡tparkrqCjpasej lsey !clocated in_aualhq mnfigualie-r]-a_n
the same lot as the accessory dwelling unit and may be covered, uncovered,_or tandem spacel

(b) Off-street p4tkin&it¡E! required for an accessory dwelling unit in any of the following
instances:

ß)_|trç¿cccss,s"ry_ d¡y_e_UjnC.unit_ir_þc_atc{u¿ithin one-half mile of pqþliç tLqrnsi! Fomatted: Indent: Left: 1", t¡rst l¡ne: 0"

(2) The accessory dwelling @

(31 The accessory dwelling unit is part of the exis:ing grimary unit or an existing
accessory structure: provided that where an existing garage is converted into an accessory

dwelling unil the conversion shall not eliminate any tçSulredofÊstreetÞ j
unit.

Fomatted: Indent: First line: l"
FormatH: Indent: Left: 1", F¡rst l¡ne: 0"

Formatted: Indent: First l¡ne: 1"

establishing precedent. The lown council shall not approve an application unless it makes

specific findings of fact as provided in Section 18.42.062 or Section 18.42.065.

I 8.42.050 Standards for residentialseesndaccessorv dwell in s units.

(a)_-Parking. One parking space shall be provided for each bedroom provided by the

@ unit in addiiion to those required for the primary unjl.

(l) The location of the requireùparkingrpacstl$,shallnqt-p_þ_slruçL-th,e_paúhe_af .
&ç pfiuafyuni.t-The required parking spaceþ) may be in tandem and within the setback areas

but shall be screened from public view.

(4) When off-street parking permits are r ffered to the occupan! .
of the accessory dwelling unit.

(5) When there is a dedicated parking space for a car share vehicle located within.
pne__þlqsk _oilllLasaqsrary dròçlling u¡rf

(cb) Height and Location. ResidentialseesndAç.ç"ç,s,garLdly_çl,lþg units may be within the
primary living unit or within a separate building upon the same lot as the primary living unit.

(l) If within the primary living unit, the seeond-accessory ô¡,-q[!ing unit may be

located in any habitable area. If added to the existing primary living unit, the location of the
seesø-üt+i+accç¡¡$tdfdç11lng unit shall not create arì additional story above the first floor.

(2) Residen+i+seeend{ccçssqy dwellins units newly constructed as such or
added to an accessory building shall be limited to a single story with a maximum building height
of eighteen feet at any point when measured from either existing or finished grade;,uhçn¡n
accessory dwelling uú.is located shqvj,agq¡4gg,,.¡!he struçlure_sha[] not exceed 25 feet.

Fomatted: Indent: First l¡ne: 1"

Fomatted: Indent: Left: 1", First line: 0"
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Fomatted: Indent: First line: 0"
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(de) Setbacks. The setback requirements enumerated under Chapters 18.16, 18.32 and 18.39

of this code shall apply to residentialseesnda$q$sÐLdlv_q1lijìC units,çxççp_!þ_lh_e-fo_llp_ud_le

çaqe-sl

0l Ns relbaçkjhall bç rçqurrcd br q¡¡_e¡is[i¡ggara&e al4ççqssar/dçlaçhed
bu{dine lhal is ç-srveil-çdje- ar.ì-aççess,ary-dvß-lliqru¡it prs,v-rdçd-il-q}sçlq,f!rç a¡-d-þuildr¡ecpd-e
rcquiLernqtols-

CLAI accqs¡çrrfuçlli¡e,uu!¡q¡eqsç!çç! above a cêrace-shqllhryqa!fu '
setback offive feet..

(Cd) Lot Coverage. The lot coverage requirements enumerated under Chapters 18.16 and
18.32 of this code shall apply to reside@ units. Accessory dwelling
units shall onll-bç!çruqúlgd,aLlSls etçeeding 5.000 square feei.

(fe) Floor Area. The floor area ratio requirements enumerated under Chapters 18.16, 18.32

and 18.39 ofthis code shall apply to residentjal¡eesndaccessory dwelli4g units,ç¡çspt that floor
area shall not be a basis lor denying aLapplication to create
the primary unit Aüqs@5lfuqlure into an accessory ¿wçll¡ng¡dl,
provided that the accessor), dwelling unit has independent exterio,r access..Once constructed. !þ
accessory dwelling unit shall count as floor area þursuant to Chapter I 8. 12.

GÐ Maximum Size. Residential¡eeond{çqe$qry d¡vellj4g units shall not exceed sev€n
hrmdreds{r-e ûrAugand square feet in floor are4 excluding a[y-covered parking area.

fte) Residence and Renlal Requirements. A-'dç-ç-d rççtriçIip¡ s_ha.ll þp-_rç_c_q_rdç-d p-{ipr_te

qççupquçy,af-the- aç'ç,e,s-sp-ry-djv,ellinglrry1-Lhat provrdes ,f-q¡ Ih-e, lo-llç¡viq&

l[A.pproval€fa+csidenËialseesn i -i+esndi+ionedupon+The repçfty¡hall
remain owner-occupiçll@er the he-ew*er-oÊreeoré*rai*tai*ir+g
their*esidenee-upon-the*arae-pa+eeta+.tha#sÊthe-reside*çkr{-seeend-ueiïprimary unit or the

aeçeiåery -dwglli[c-uru1.

Q)_Ibs açqeësy ùueUiqg_uul_q]ay be tçilçd, !u! _rlsay¡pt bc_i_o_ld Eçpal!}lely
fro¡njhe _pl lnalyleåi d_en ce.

(3 ) The accgsssty dwellj¡g_uqil rha[1-SS!þçÆrl!9-{forþss than 30 çqqssçujivg
deyr

(h) Health and Safety

(1) Reside+*ialseeendAc_ç-es¡_oty{urellifr€ units must, at a minimum, adhere to
the fire safety standards in the Building and Fire Code fbr re¡idellial úruçlqle¡ and use measures

such as fire preventative site design, landscaping and building materials, and other ¡equlq{fire
suppression techniques and-re*ouree+-as determined by the director ofpublic safety. _A_ççessqr)¿

dwçlliuggnits E¡a-ll nçf bç-¡-e.qurred "!e pr-o-vid-e,fire,spriûkl-ers, if thçy a-re- n-ot {çcui&d lor the
pultraly Lelrdeqçe,
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(2) Residen+ialseeond,A,ccesiaty duçIing units proposed to be developed in
areas ofgeologic hazard must not be endangered b¡ nor conhibute to, hazardous conditions on
the site or on adjoining properties.

(3) If the residentialsceond4ççeüqy lwelreg unit proposed to be developed is in
a Special Flood Hazard Area identified on the town Flood Insurance Rate Map and/or in ¿¡n area
known for flooding, the finished floor level of the improvements shall be above the base flood
elevation.

(i) Building Permits and Codes. In addition to the provisions herein, reskl€a+ial
seesndaccg$aryj\il9[ilg unit construction shall be subject to all applicable provisions and
requirements of Title 15 of this code.

18.42.060 Desien rc+i€w-standards for oMaccessory dwelling units.

(a) Preservation ofExisting Site Conditions. All areas disturbed by construction ofa
resi¡lenfialseeendaccessory dwelling unit must be finished to a natural appearing configuration
and planted or seeded to prevent erosion.

(b) Relationship Between Structure and Site. All new residea+iatseeendqççq¡ssry
dwelling units consfucted on sþing land shall be desþed to relate to the natural land forms
and step with the slope in order to minimize building mass, bulk, and height and to better
integrate the structure with the site.¡

(c) Materials and Colors. ResidentialseeendAcsq$qly d\¡iqlling unit construction
shall be of the same exterior materials, color, and style as that of the primary living unit
including roofl eaves, windows, and doors, and-other{€tailing.

(d) Exterior Lighting. Any lighting installed as part of a second residential unit
project shall be shielded and directed downward. Lighting shall be low wattage and
incandescent.

(e) Natural Environment. All secondary unit construction shall be subject to the tree
protection provisions and regulations included in Chapter 12.24 ofthis code.

(Ð Landscaping. Landscaping shall include such plantings as necessary to screen the
appearance ofstructures as seen from off-site locations and to screen architecfural and
mechanical elements such as foundations, retaining walls, condensers, and transformers.

(g) Visual Focus. Where visibility exists from adjacent roadways, no resideetial
seeond-uniaç_çes_sstyj_w9lliry_unit shall be located between the adjacent roadway and the
primary living unit. (Ord-g+$8(pa*H03)

18.42.062 Exceptions to standards for residee+iel-seesndaccessory dwelling units. At its
discretion, the town council may grant exceptions to the number ofresidenfialseeendaccesso¡y
ôvelling units permitted on a lot or parcel as set forth in Section 18.42.035, the development
standards regulating residen+ial*eesndæçqs"sotiyd_uLçlli¡g unit height and location as set forth in
Sectionl8.42.050(b)'andresidc@unitsizeassetforthinSection
18.42.050(0.

Comnì€nÞd [A:ll: Quætion whether this @n be applied
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(a) Exception to Number of ResidentjalSeeend$ccçSSqry,Ðwelling Units. The town
council may grant an exception to the number of seeonéaccessory dwelling units permitted on a
lot or parcel to permit two seeond-qççç$ery dwell!4&units on a parcel or lot, provided the parcel
or lot is at least one acre in size.

(b) Exception to Height. The town council may g¡arìt a! residentialseesndAççg$aly
dwelling unit height increase to two stories with a maximum building height of thirty feet at any
point when measured from either existing or finished grade, whichever is lower.

(c) Exception to Location. The town council may grant an exception to the location
standard to ereateallow a newly constructed residee+ialseeendaccessory dwelling unit above an

existing first floor.

(d) Exception to Size. The town council may grant an +esidentialaçCçSqy seeolrd
dwelling unit size increase to 1,200 square feet.

(e) The town council may grant an exception enumerated above ifthe exception
complies with the design review criteria and súandards of Section 18.41.100 and the town council
makes the following findings:

( I ) The exception will not create a significant adverse impact on any
adjacent property, the sunounding neighborhood, or the general public good.

(2) The lot and the arrangement of existing and proposed physical
improvements on the lot can accommodate the exception without adversely affecting the views,
privacy, or access to light and air ofneighboring properties.

(3) Any modifications to site drainage shall be designed by a licensed
engineer and shall result in no net increase to the rate or volume of peak runofffrom the site
compared to pre-project conditions. Any new mechanical pumps or equipment shall not create
noise that is audible off site.

(4) The fire chief has confirmed that there is adequate water supply for
firefighting purposes for the site, or that the project includes measures to provide adequate water
supply for firefighting purposes.

18.42.065 Rent-restricted seeonéaccessory dwelling units. At its discretion, the town
council may gant an exception to the floor area requirement as set forth in Section 18.42.050(fe)
if the owner agrees to occupy or rent a newly constructed rc{li-den+i.+kceeÊdaccessory dwelling
unit as a rent-restricted seeen+æCç¡¡sry ùugij¡lC"unit, if the

durçling unit is not located on a hillside area as defined in Section 18.39.020(a), and ifthe town
council makes specific findings offact as set forth in this section.

(a) Exception to Floor Area. The town council may gant a floor area bonus of up to
500 square feet if the newly constructed rcside*tial-se€ondaççq$ery_dwçlltrg unit is to be rent-
restricted for a very low income household. Any floor area exception shall only apply to the area
of a new seesn4Ag;_e5reIy_d_wellingunit and shall not be granted to allow an addition to the
primary residence or traded offfor an addition to the primary residence in the fuhrre.
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(b) The town council may gtant a floor area exception if the exception complies with
the design review criteria and standards of Section 18.41 .100 and the town council makes the
following findings:

( I ) The exception will not create a significant adverse impact on any
adjacent properfy, the sunounding neighborhood, or the general public good.

(2) The lot and the affangement of existing and proposed physical
improvements on the lot can accommodate the exception without adversely affecting the views,
privacy, or access to light and air ofneighboring properties.

(3) Any modifications to site drainage shall be designed by a licensed
engineer and shall result in no net increase to the rate or volume of peak runofffrom the site
compared to pre-project conditions. Any new mechanical pumps or equipment shall not create
noise that is audible off site.

(a) The fire chief has confirmed that there is adequate water supply for
firefighting purposes for the site, or that the project includes measures to provide adequate water
supply for firefïghting purposes.

(c) Declaration of.Rent Restrictions. The owner shall submit a signed
Declaration of Rent Restrictions, to be recorded before or concunently with, and as a condition
of issuance of the rent-reshicted seeon4Açqqqsely¡lfUç,tlingunit permit, reflecting the rent
restriction. The Town shall provide the form of such Declaration.

(d) Affordable Rent Certification. An owner who has executed a Declaration
shall submit to the Town a! Resider+tial $eeondAçqCs_qSry lrryglli4C Unit Affordable Rent
Certification on an annual basis, effective each December 31 and as part ofthe annual Town
business license application and renewal, and upon any change in occupancy ofthe resiCential
seeendaçCe$qydfcg[itg unit, speciffing whether or not the residen+iatseeondgççg$ery
dweliing unit is being occupied, the rent charged, the utilities included in the cost ofrent, the
household size ofthe residentialseeendaccessory dwelling unit, the names and ages ofthe
residenti+l-seeendæCç¡qydgelling unit occupants, the gross household income of the

@ unit household, and other information as determined
appropriate by the Town. The Town shall provide the form of the Certification to be signed
under penalty ofperjury by both the owner and the tenant ifany.

(e) Termination of Rent-Restricted @s_9a$LDwelling Unit Permit. At
its discretion, the town council may grant ¿ìn owner's request to terminate a rent-restricted

@unitpermit.Thetowncouncilshallconsiderthelengthoftimesuch
permit has been in force, the conditions of approval, the exceptions granted for the permit, and
the impact on the town's affordable housing supply. In no c¿¡se shall such permit be terminated
prior to 20 years from the date of town council approval under this section. As a condition of
termination, the town council shall require the owner to make modifications to the property to
comply with.current building code requirements and to comply with the planning code
requirements in effect at the time the exception(s) was granted or obtain a variance from such
requirements. -(Ord-635 (par$ ; 2.0-11-).

18.42.070 Administration and Enforcement. (a) Any exception request that does not
comply with the prescribed limitations set forth in this chapter shall require a variance, pursuant

9



I to Chapter 18.48

(b) Nonconforming re+idential seeond4çqe_s_g('rylllvqllilg units.

(l) Nonconforming residential seeondqçç_ç_s_qqry dlyç-l-ling units previously
granted a conditional use permit af adn-itj9!ßJ|_v_9 app,LS_yAl may continue in use subject to the
conditions oftheir original approval and the provisions ofChapter 18.44 ofthis code.

,(Ð-Orr'sr-befereJune-1;¿êf2;+he-s¡*ne*e€eaeþnen-€onfor*in€ resid€n+ial
seesn¿-ut+lçneepreviousþgra*æéa eonditie*aluse-permi@tov*n
@@j€æ+e+*+e+*i¡ementsof
this ehapter, Dt¡ring the amnesty periodr pla¡inÊ-afld+ì*ifdi+g¿pptieahe**-fe+sueh-residentia]
seeond-*+i@o"enal+i€s+ndinsp€etì@sss
@ion-eÊthetswn-eer**eil-for-werk.witåorlt-eperæit-år*-insæad
shallåes*þiee|to-onþ+åestanda@

€3) h is declared that any non-conforming resideati*lseeendaccessory dwelling
unit not previously granted a conditional use permit and not made-givçn conforming Jllar[¡S

conformity. shall constitute a public nuisance, and such nuisance may be abated as provided by
law.

(c) Inactive applications. Consistent with state law, the town planner may
administratively deny without prejudice any application which remains incomplete or inactive
for a period ofgreater than ninety days, or is continued at the applicant's request for more than
sixty days.

(d) Violation. An illegal resjdential seeondaçç_çUSfydyellj4€ unit is a-residential
seeond4q a9Sçssqly_d,ly-e_lli¡rg unit which is not an approved residential-seeondaccessqry dlvglling
unit or is in violation of the Declaration of Deed Restrictions or the Declaration of Rent
Restrictions. The Town Manager is authorized to pursue any remedies provided by law against
the owner of an illegal @elling unit or a! residential
seeond4çqçgsory dwelling unit not maintained in conformance with this Chapter, including:

(l) General. Those remedies set forth in Chapters 9.04 and 18.64 of this code;

(2) Costs. In any civil enforcement action, administrative or judicial, the Town is
entitled to recover its attorneys' fees and costs from an owner who is determined to have an
illegal re*iCen+ia1*eeondaqç_e_stelylllyslli[g unit;

(3) Revocation of the Residcati¿lSeeondfuçcgçp¡y-_D_yyel"li4g Unit Permit;

(4) Citations issued pursuant to the Administrative Citation Procedure authorized
by California Govemment Code, Section 53069.4;

(5) Deed Restriction/Contract. Any liquidated damages or stipulated penalties
authorized under any deed restriction or conhact executed by the owner as a condition ofthe
issuance of the residential seeonda,c_-ces,So-¡y dwqliing unit permit.

(e) Enforcement. Failure to comply in any way with the provisions of this chapter,
approved plans, or conditions for application approval constitutes grounds for the town to
immediately stop work related to the noncompliance until the matter is resolved or rç,quire that

tn@.Suchviolationwillbesubjecttotheenforcementpenalties
l0
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and procedures of Chapters 9.04 and 18.64 of this code.-(Ord-64(parl)r2€13;€+& 6,r(þerÐ
2êLri0r4 5?&98('pa*)' ?00Ð,
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