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1.  INTRODUCTION 

 

The Town of Ross 2010 Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan provides for a town-wide system of bicycle 
paths and routes, along with bicycle-related programs and support facilities, intended to ensure 
bicycling becomes a viable transportation option for people who live, work and recreate in Ross. 
Existing and proposed bikeway network information was gathered from field surveys, the Marin 
County Unincorporated Areas Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan (2008) and the Ross General Plan 
Pedestrian/Bicycle System in Ross map. 

The purpose of this Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan is to improve bicycle transportation and recreation 
in Ross by providing direction for future bikeway improvements and meeting the requirements of 
the California Bicycle-Transportation Act, such requirements are contained in Section 890 of the 
California Streets and Highways Code. 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 

 

Public input for the 2008 draft plan was received at three countywide public meetings, the Central 
Marin Countywide Bicycle Master Plan Update Public Workshop (held Monday, November 13, 
2006 at the San Rafael Community Center, San Rafael) and two Nonmotorized Transportation Pilot 
Program Public Workshops (held Thursday November 29, 2006 at the Embassy Suites Hotel, San 
Rafael and Monday March 12, at the San Rafael Community Center, San Rafael).  Additional public 
input for the 2010 Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan was received at the Ross Town Council meeting of 
May 13, 2010, and the Ross Public Works Committee meeting of June 1, 2010. The Ross Town 
Council adopted the plan at its July 15, 2010, Council meeting. 
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2.  BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN PLAN 
GOALS & POLICIES 

GOALS 

Goals provide the context for the specific objectives and policy actions discussed in the Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Plan.  The goals provide the long-term vision and serve as the foundation of the plan.  
Goals are broad statements of purpose that do not provide specific descriptions of the goal, while 
policy actions provide a bridge between general policies and actual implementation guidelines, which 
are provided in subsequent sections. 

All goals and policies are consistent with the Town of Ross General Plan 2007-2025 ð òEasy and 
Safe Travel Throughout Rossó Transportation Element. Goal seven of the General Plan, which 
begins the Transportation Element, encourages bicycle travel in Ross as to mitigate traffic 
congestion. The Townõs vision for 2025 is that bicycle routes and secure parking opportunities are 
provided in key areas. Policy 7.8 of the General Plan further defines this vision: 

Encourage travel via bicycle and walking by providing and maintaining safe pedestrian and bicycle 
routes along main arteries in Ross. Consider links with Town destinations, surrounding area 
destinations and regional trails and bicycle systems. Participate in the Safe Routes to Schools 
Program. 

GOAL 1 INCREASED BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ACCESS 

Expand bicycle and pedestrian facilities and access in and between neighborhood areas, employment 
centers, shopping areas, schools, and recreational sites. 

GOAL 2 BICYCLE TRANSPORTATION 

Make the bicycle an integral part of daily life in Ross by implementing and maintaining a bikeway 
network, providing end-of-trip facilities, improving bicycle/transit integration, encouraging bicycle 
use, and making bicycling safer and more convenient. 

GOAL 3 PEDESTRIAN TRANSPORTATION 

Encourage walking as a daily form of transportation in Ross by completing a pedestrian network 
that services short trips and transit, improving the quality of the pedestrian environment and 
increasing safety, convenience and access opportunities for all users. 

OBJECTIVES 

OBJECTIVE A 

Implement the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, which identifies existing and future needs, and 
provides specific recommendations for facilities and programs. 
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Objective A Policy Action s 

1. Update the Plan every five (5) years as required by Caltrans to reflect new policies and/or 
requirements for bicycle and pedestrian funding. 

2. The Ross Public Works Committee or other official commission, as appropriate, should review 
all Safe Routes to Schools travel plans for consistency with the Ross Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, 
with the authority to refer concerns to staff and council as necessary.  

3. Coordinate between government agencies, schools, and community organizations to address 
bicycle and pedestrian issues of mutual concern.  

4. Seek funding for bikeway projects through current local, regional, state, and federal funding 
programs and encourage multi-jurisdictional funding applications. 

OBJECTIVE B 

Complete a continuous network of bikeways that are feasible, fundable, and that serve 
bicyclistsõ needs, especially for travel to employment centers, schools, commercial districts, 
transit stops and terminals, and institutions.  

Objective B Policy Actions  

1. Implement high priority projects, such as Bike Route improvements and Safe Routes to Schools 
projects. 

2. Prioritize completion of a continuous bikeway network across jurisdictional boundaries, 
connecting Ross to unincorporated areas and neighboring communities as part of a continuous 
East-West Bikeway. 

3. Consider construction of relevant planned bikeways as an integral part of any transportation 
facility maintenance or construction project, as feasible. 

4. Construct a network that encourages bicycling to and for recreational purposes as feasible. 

5. At a minimum, construct all bikeways according to Caltrans Chapter 1000 Design Guidelines. 

OBJECTIVE C 

Complete a network of walkways that serves pedestrian needs, especially for short trips to  
schools, downtown, transit stops and terminals, and institutions. 

Objective C Policy Actions  

1. Pedestrian routes, particularly for school children, should be established as feasible for all 
neighborhoods. 

2. Complete missing connections to make direct routes for walking, especially connections between 
residential neighborhoods and the downtown area, and schools. 

3. Where feasible, identify and reduce or eliminate impediments and obstacles to walking to school. 

4. Pedestrian paths in Ross should connect with other paths and trails where practical. 

5. For new development or redevelopment projects, consider construction of planned pedestrian 
facilities as feasible. 
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6. Work with transit authorities to ensure that pedestrian concerns are addressed in the design of 
transit stops. 

7. Enhance opportunities for walking for recreational purposes. 

OBJECTIVE D 

Maintain and improve the quality, operation, and integrity of bikeway and walkway network 
facilities. 

Objective D Policy Actions:  

1. Undertake routine maintenance of bikeway and walkway network facilities, such as sweeping 
bicycle lanes and sidewalks and trimming back encroaching vegetation. 

2. Undertake regular inspection and periodic maintenance of bicycle and pedestrian facilities such 
as striping, signing and surface condition to reduce safety issues for users. 

3. Ensure that construction projects minimize disruption to the cycling and walking environment 
and that safe, direct alternate routes are signed in advance of construction for the duration of the 
project. All projects undertaken by outside agencies should be coordinated with the Town to 
ensure compliance with this policy. 

4. Ensure that repair or construction of any transportation facility does not result in the permanent 
removal of an existing bicycle or pedestrian facility. 

5. Ensure that the pedestrian walkway network is accessible to, and usable by, persons with 
disabilities where feasible. 

OBJECTIVE E 

Provide short- and long-term bicycle parking and end-of-trip facilities in employment and 
commercial areas, in multifamily housing, at schools, and at transit facilities. 

Objective E Policy Actions:  

1. Consider requiring bicycle parking spaces as part of new development or redevelopment projects 
as feasible. 

2. Encourage the installation of short- and long-term public bicycle parking in and around the 
Downtown area. 

3. Work with local schools to promote bicycle commuting and to assist in purchasing and installing 
long- and short-term bicycle parking. 

4. Require the provision of bicycle parking at all town-permitted large events to help reduce 
automobile traffic and parking. 

OBJECTIVE F 

Develop and implement safety, education and encouragement plans aimed at youth, adult 
cyclists, pedestrians, and motorists. 
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Objective F Policy Actions  

1. Expand adult and youth bicycle and pedestrian education, encouragement and safety programs, 
particularly Share the Road programs aimed at reducing cyclist-motorist conflicts (see Section 
Five). 

2. Promote the health and environmental benefits of walking and bicycling. 

COMPLIANCE WITH RELEVANT PLANS 

The 2010 Ross Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan is consistent with local, countywide and regional plans. 
The 2008 San Anselmo Bicycle Master Plan identifies a number of bikeways which connect to 
facilities proposed at the Ross-San Anselmo border. The 2001 Marin County Unincorporated 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan proposed a branch of an East-West Bikeway through the Town 
of Ross. The needs analysis from the County Plan found that the pavement and signs of the multi-
use paths through Ross may be in need of improvement. The Metropolitan Transportation 
Commissionõs (MTC) 1994 Regional Transportation Plan for the San Francisco Bay Area, in which 
the Town of Ross is included, called for $58.8 million in bicycle and pedestrian improvements for 
transportation control measures.1  

Projects and programs included in this Plan would be sponsored by the Town and will require 
additional feasibility analysis, design, environmental review, and public input prior to being funded 
and constructed. All projects and plans would, as applicable, need to conform with the Town of 
Ross General Plan. 

 

                                                   
1 Metropolitan Transportation Commission, ò1994 Regional Transportation Plan for the San Francisco Bay Area.ó 



Ross Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan        2010 
6 

BTA COMPLIANCE CHECKLIST 

In order to meet the California Bicycle-Transportation Act requirements, the 2010 Ross Bicycle Plan 
must include the following provisions: 

Table 2-1: Ross BTA Compliance Checklist 
BTA 
891.2 

 Location Within the Plan  

(a) The estimated number of existing bicycle commuters in the 
plan area and the estimated increase in the number of bicycle 
commuters resulting from implementation of the plan. 

¶ Table 4-2 , page 17 

¶ Table 4-4, page 18 

(b) A map and description of existing and proposed land use 
and settlement patterns which shall include, but not be 
limited to, locations of residential neighborhoods, schools, 
shopping centers, public buildings, and major employment 
centers. 

¶ Figure 4-1, page 15 

(c) A map and description of existing and proposed bikeways. ¶ Figure 3-2, page 8; Figure 5-1, page 22. 

(d) A map and description of existing and proposed end-of-trip 
bicycle parking facilities.  These shall include, but not be 
limited to, parking at schools, shopping centers, public 
buildings, and major employment centers. 

¶ Figure 5-1, page 22 

¶ Bicycle Parking and End-of-trip 
Facilities, page 23 

(e) A map and description of existing and proposed bicycle 
transport and parking facilities for connections with and use 
of other transportation modes.  These shall include, but not 
be limited to, parking facilities at transit stops, rail and transit 
terminals. 

¶ Multi-Modal Connections, page 10 

¶ Multi-Modal Connections, page 26 

(f) A map and description of existing and proposed facilities for 
changing and storing clothes and equipment.  These shall 
include, but not be limited to, locker, restroom, and shower 
facilities near bicycle parking facilities. 

¶ Encourage Provision of Shower and 
Changing Facilities, page 24 

(g) A description of bicycle safety and education programs 
conducted in the area included within the plan, efforts by the 
law enforcement agency having primary traffic law 
enforcement responsibility in the area to enforce provisions 
of the Vehicle Code. 

¶ Pages 10-11 

¶  

¶ Safe Routes to School, page 24 

¶ Bicycle Education and Traffic 
Enforcement Programs, page 26-27 

(h) A description of the extent of citizen and community 
involvement in development of the plan. 

¶ Community Participation, page 1 

(i)  A description of how the bicycle transportation plan has 
been coordinated and is consistent with other local or 
regional transportation, air quality, or energy conservation 
plans.  

¶ Page 5 

(j)  A description of the projects proposed in the plan and a 
listing of their priorities for implementation. 

¶ Proposed Bikeways, page 20 

¶ Infrastructure Project Prioritization, page 
28 

(k) A description of past expenditures for bicycle facilities and 
future financial needs for projects that improve safety and 
convenience for bicycle commuters in the plan area. 

¶ Cost Breakdown of Recommended 
Bicycle Facilities, page 29 
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3.  EXISTING CONDITIONS 

The bicycle map accompanying this Plan designates Rossõ bikeways and those in adjacent 
unincorporated areas as Class I, II, or III in accordance with Chapter 1000 of the California 
Department of Transportation, Highway Design Manual ð Bikeway Planning and Design.  Class I 
Bikeways serve the exclusive use of bicycles and pedestrians.  Class II Bikeways serve the 
preferential use of bicycles via striped lanes on paved streets shared with cars.  Class III Bikeways 
serve bicycles on streets shared with cars connecting Class I or Class II bikeways or where other 
bikeway types are not feasible. 

DEFINITION OF BIKEWAYS 

The three types of bikeways identified by Caltrans in 
Chapter 1000 of the Highway Design Manual are as follows. 

Class I Bikeway. Typically called a òbike path,ó a Class I 
bikeway provides bicycle travel on a paved right-of-way 
completely separated from any street or highway. 

Class II Bikeway. Often referred to as a òbike lane,ó a 
Class II bikeway provides a striped and stenciled lane for 
one-way travel on a street or highway. The Town is to 
pursue a 13õ minimum width for combined bicycle 
lane/parking areas where possible. 

Class III Bikeway. Generally referred to as a òbike route,ó 
a Class III bikeway provides for shared use with motor 
vehicle traffic and is identified only by signing. Optional 
Shared Roadway Bicycle Marking pavement stencils are also 
available for use on Class III bikeways which have on-street 
parallel parking (see diagram on following page). 

It is important to note that bicycles are permitted on all roads in the 
State of California and in Ross (with the exception of access-
controlled freeways). As such, Rossõ entire street network is effectively 
the townõs bicycle network, regardless of whether or not a bikeway 
stripe, stencil, or sign is present on a given street. The designation of 
certain roads as Class II or III bicycle facilities is not intended to 
imply that these are the only roadways intended for bicycle use, or that 
bicyclists should not be riding on other streets. Rather, the designation 
of a network of Class II and III on-street bikeways recognizes that 
certain roadways are optimal bicycle routes, for reasons such as 
directness or access to significant destinations, and allows the Town 
of Ross to then focus resources on building out this primary network. 
Rossõ existing designated bikeway is shown in Figure 3-1.  This Class 
I bikeway is a multi-user path, just over one-quarter mile in length. 

Figure 3-1: Caltrans Definition of Bikeways 
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Figure 3-2: Existing and Proposed Bikeways 
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EXISTING BIKEWAYS 

The Town of Ross has five existing bikeways.  The Corte Madera Creek Path is the one existing 
Class I multi-use path, shared with pedestrians and other non-motorized travelers. This path runs 
along the Corte Madera Creek at a length of just over one quarter of a mile, with its north end 
terminating at Lagunitas Road.  Bike routes along Lagunitas Road, Ross Common, Poplar Avenue, 
Shady Lane and Bolinas Avenue comprise the Ross segments of the countywide Bike Routes 15 and 
20. These routes have a combined length of approximately one and one-third mile. 

 

Table 3-1: Ross Existing Bikeway Inventory 

  

Class I Facilities - Bicycle Paths (Off -Street)  

Segment Name Begin End Class Length  

Corte Madera Creek Path Ross Town Limit Lagunitas Rd. I 0.27 

Total Mileag e 0.27 

Class III Facilities - Signed Bicycle Routes (On -Street)  

Segment Name Begin End Class Length  

Lagunitas Rd. Corte Madera Creek Path Shady Lane III  0.12 

Ross Common/Poplar Ave. Lagunitas Rd. Ross Town Limit III  0.34 

Shady Lane Lagunitas Rd. Bolinas Ave. III  0.54 

Bolinas Ave. Shady Lane San Anselmo Ave. III  .06 

Total Mileage  1.06 

Total all Facilities  1.33 

     

 

SIGNAGE 

The County of Marin has implemented a countywide route signage program which helps cyclists to 
navigate more easily through towns and directs visitors to popular destinations at key intersections.  
The Town participated in developing a link in the east/ west bikeway route through Marin County by 
installing route signs along Poplar Avenue, Ross Common, Lagunitas Road, Shady Lane, and the 
Corte Madera Creek Pathway.  The goal of the project is to encourage commuting by bicycle 
through Marin and make recreational biking more attractive to the public. 

 

BIKEWAY SUPPORT FACILITIES 

Bicycle support facilities include bicycle parking racks, lockers, and changing facilities.  Any facility 
that assists commuting or recreational cyclists to complete their journey is also considered a support 
facility. Bicycle parking currently exists at local schools and at some destinations in the Ross 
Commons downtown area. 
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MULTI-MODAL CONNECTIONS 

Providing bicycle access to transit allows bicyclists to extend their traveling distance.  Ross residents 
have access to one transit service, Marin Transit, which contracts its services with Golden Gate 
Transit (GGT). GGT provides access to San Francisco, Southern and Central Marin, Marin County 
Ferry Terminals and north towards Sonoma County.  Though the GGT bus stops in Ross do not 
have bicycle racks, up to two bicycles can fit on racks mounted to the front of all Golden Gate 
Transit buses less than 60 ft. long. òMCIó type buses longer than 60 ft. have been outfitted with an 
under floor luggage area rack, which can accommodate two bicycles. In addition, the Marin County 
Transit District has included an element in their long-range transit plan to upgrade all bus-mounted 
front bicycle racks from two to three capacity fixtures. 

BICYCLE LOOP DETECTORS 

The Town of Ross has no official policy regarding bicycle signal detection (BLD), although the 
Town complies with California Department of Transportation Policy Directive 09-06, which 
requires the installation of bicycle loop detectors on all new and modified approaches to traffic-
actuated signals. Of the three signalized intersections in Ross on Sir Francis Drake Boulevard, only 
the Bolinas Avenue intersection has existing bicycle loop detectors. In the summer of 2010, the 
Marin County Public Works Department will be stenciling bicycle loop detector symbols on the 
pavement at this intersection to assist cyclists in positioning their bikes to actuate the traffic light 
change. The Ross Public Works Department plans to install bicycle detection sensors at the 
signalized Sir Francis Drake Boulevard intersections at Lagunitas Road and Laurel Avenue Grove 
when the intersections are improved in 2011. 

BICYCLE SAFETY EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

Bicycle safety education programs are perhaps one of the most important components of a bicycle 
plan. The Town of Ross is actively facilitating these programs through its police departmentõs 
participation with the Marin Country òShare the Roadó campaign and the Townõs participation with 
the Marin Safe Routes to School Program. 

ROSS POLICE/PUBLIC SAFETY 

The Ross Police Department issues citations to 
offenders who have violated traffic safety laws either on 
a bicycle, in-line skates, or on a skateboard.  

The Ross Police Department participates in the Marin 
County Bicycle Coalitionõs Share the Road Campaign. 
The campaign includes three components: checkpoints, 
basic street skills classes, and public presentations.  

At checkpoints, uniformed police, highway patrol 
officers and volunteers from the bicycle coalition stop 
vehicles, cyclists and pedestrians and provide them with 
share the road flyers. Flyers contain California Vehicle 

 
Source: Marin County Bicycle Coalition 
 

Ross police officers spreading the word to 
motorists and cyclists about bicycle safety at 
�W�K�H���5�R�V�V���´�6�K�D�U�H���W�K�H���5�R�D�G�µ�������������F�K�H�F�N�S�R�L�Q�W. 
































































